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Viraj Mendis Campaig 
racist attacks—we fight back pawl? 


BROADWATER FARM 
In the first two weeks of March, the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign emerged victorious after a No Justice for Black 
fascist offensive unleashed by Home Office Minister of Deportations, David Waddington and People 


sections of the British racist press. page 2/3 


2 March: Viraj, who faces deportation, was given a job by Manchester City Council. a iy 
Waddington said this was an insult. The gutter press headlines read ‘Mendis must go’ 


page 4 
@ 9/10 March: After a series of threatening letters, an armed fascist gang attacked the church THATCHER and the 
where Viraj is in sanctuary. A supporter was stabbed in the back of the head. Another CONTRAS 
supporter was attacked in her home by masked fascists, who carved a swastika on her hand page 20 
with razor blades. DUAL POWER te 
Russian Revolution 
@ WEFIGHT BACK: Full report centre pages Part Two -page 16 


NO DEPORTATIONS! @ VIRAJ MENDIS MUST STAY! @ FIGHT THE IMMIGRATION LAWS! 


Broadwater Farm: 
a history of 
struggle 


The dlsturbances' on Broadwater Farm estate dd not start 6 October 1985, FE 
| nor even the week before that when the police carried out paramilitary exer- 
cises in the area. The ‘disturbances’ began as soon as black people on the 
I detste decide to organise thetsseives and lobby for cormrmenlty services or 


) aut. 

Throughout the 1970s the estate lacked 
smost of the provisions originally planned 
for a community of 3,000 people: shops, 
pub, launderette, a doctor's and dentist's 
Surgery. Transport facilities remain poor 
There is no secondary school near enough 
wo be part of the community. Under both 
[Labour and Tory administrations another 

ink estate has been created to house slum 
Clearance residents sheaply 

A fight for improvenients began in 
1981. Clasford Sterling, Viee President of 
the Youth Association, told FRFT 


The concerned people inthe communi 
ty came together and said, “What you 
really need is resources and tacit," 
And tht is how the Youth Association 


actually started.” 


The new association was mostly young, 
osily black, spoke forall and not only ac 
ely argued for community services, but 
2iso bitterly complained about policing on 
‘he estate, Prom the start, every step for- 
‘ward won forthe residents was seen by the 
police as a loss for them. Every gain was 
traiched by growing police harassment. 

In November 1982 the police occupied 
‘Se estate with 400 SPG riot potice after a 
focal march of protest against police 
arassment and arrests. Despite the fact 
hat the crime rate was actually Fa 
se estate, thanks to the self-organisation 
of the community, Metropolitan Police 
‘Coamissioner Newman labelled the estate 


WINSTON 
SILCOTT 


‘The press have portrayed Winston Sil- 
‘cottasa vicious subhuman thug ruling 
Sroadwater Farm by fear, Yet Floyd 
| Jarrett speaking at the press con- 
| ference following the trial, gave 3 dif- 
| Ferent picture, 
|” He sald that he has been to schoo! 
with Winston Silcott, that Winston Sil- 
| cott was his friend, No mention of any 
| ‘eign of terror’ nor did Floyd Jarrett 
show any sign of being in the grip of 
‘vootoo-like fear’. Commenting on the 
sentences, Floyd Jarrett said ‘t's lk 
they killed my mother all over again.’ 
The Silcott family came to Britain 
‘trom Montserratin the Caribbean near- 
ly 30 years ago. They were part of the 
postwar campaign to recruit cheap 
black labour from British colonies to 
help rebuild the economy after 1945. 
| Like many black youth, Winston Sil 
| cott was targetted by the police from 
‘an early age. The local Tottenham 
police developed a hatred for this tall, 
‘strong black youth who spoke up for 
‘the rights of his friends and protested 
against racist policing. One of his 
friends told FRFI that Winston was 
constantly hounded becau: 


“0m many occasions in the past 
the has been outspoken and has 
compiained to local councillors 
| about his treatment by the police.” 


tn February 1985 he objected tothe in- 
vwitation to Princess Diana to open the 
Youth Association, He felt that her 
| peesence was a cover-up for the conti- 
‘suing poverty and racism that domin- 
sted the lives of the people on the 
estate. 

{tis no surprise that the police have 
tried so hard to frame him. As Winston 
‘Stcott ssid the only enemies he has 


ae"... the police ... just the police.’ 
ie has paid a terrible price for being a 
voice of protest. 


‘a “symbolic location 
police attention. 

The police regard any organisation of 
poor and oppressed communities as a 
threat to their control ofthe people. That is 
why they have been trying to destroy the 
Youth Association ever since it started 


requiring special 


After the shooting of Mrs Groce and 
the death of Mrs Jarrett black people 
‘marched for jastice 


BROADWATER FARM 


No justice for 
black people 


On Thursday 19 March the conspiracy organised by the state, the 


police and the media succeeded in securing guilty verdicts against 


Winston Silcott, Mark Braithwaite and Engin Raghip, in the Blakelock 
murder trial at the Old Bailey. All three were given mandatory life 
sentences. In Winston Silcott’s case Justice Hodgson recommended 
that he serve at least 30 years, This is the equivalent of a fixed term 


sentence of 45 years. 
Within minutes of the verdict the Metro- 
politan Police were celebrating their vic 
fory by beating up and urresting Mark 
Braithwaite’s brother and another man 
‘The quality of these convictions, even 
by the standards of bourgeois law, was so 
low that former US trial judge Margaret 
Burnham described the verdictsas a gross 
miscarriage of justice 
fend of the trial Ma 
FRFT that any convictions on the basis of 
the evidence in the trial would be ‘in 
herently unreliable’ 


‘inherently unreliable’ 


‘So ‘unteliable’ was the evidence that 
Justice Hodgson ruled that two of the 
juveniles had to be acquitted. The police 
‘withdrew the case against the third 
juvenile 

Hodgson described 
of the juveniles as ‘burdensome, harsh. 
1 and unjust". He dismissed the 
charges because the police had acted in 
lear contempt of the juveniles’ legal 
rights. One 13 year old had been kept in his 
underpants and a dirty blanket for three 
days without access to family or lawyers. 
This, he said, would have been enough to 
Justify acquitting an adult never mind a 
oy of 13, 

None of thi, however, was said in front 


gains! the three men. Yet their treatment 
was as illegal and brutal a5 that of the 


juveniles 

Engin Raghip was arrested so brutally 
that his wife had 2 miscarriage, losing, 25 
she said, an innocent child as well as an i. 
rnocent husband. Engin Raghip, unable to 
read or write, was eventually forced to 
signa false statement. Engin Raghip was at 
home with his brother Famail at the time 
that Blakelock was killed. lis statement 
Was inherently unreliable 


REPORTS BY 
‘SUE DAVIDSON AND 
‘TERRY O'HALLORAN 


“Our 12 year old was kept ina 
police van in a car park for 36 
hours. .. They beat up our 
‘son... . (We) phoned for 2 days 
and no one would tell us where 
he was .... police acted like 
German Nazis..... If they get 
away with it they will try it on 
other kids..." 
‘Statement from 
Raghip family 


Mark Braithwaite was regularly called 
1 fucking murdering black bastard” ina 
series of brutal interrogations. During one 
session the police were drunk as well, His 
conditions were such that he was physical 
ly sick. Finally he too signed a series of, 
confused and contradiciory statements 
He too had alibi evidence. He described 
his own statements us lies” extorted under 
pressure. His statements were inherently 
tunreliable 

‘Winston Silcott, the major target of the 
police conspiracy, made no ‘confession’ 
‘despite being stripped and held in isolation 
for three days. His alleged remark, "Those 
kids won't give evidence against me 
Yyou just wait and see . ..", was treated as 
though it wasa confession. The Daily Mir 
ror (20 March 1987) also regarded the 
alleged remark, in answer 10 the police 
asking him if be had any enemies, “Yes, 
the police the police’, as further 
evidence of his guilt. Such remarks are 


not even evidence. They are inherently 
unreliable. 

‘The prosecution's star witness, Jason 
‘Cobham, was certainly exposed as un- 
reliable, Under forceful and persistent 
‘cross examination by Mike Mansfield, 
‘Cobham admitted that he was aTiar being 
‘coached in his fies and paid for them by the 
police. 

There was no forensic evidence con- 
necting any of the three to Blakelock 
From the 1,000 photographs taken on the 
night (and despite the action of The Sua in 
printing Winston Silcons picwure) there 
‘was no identification evidence connecting 
any of the three to Blakelock. There was, 
in short, no reliable evidence against the 

cept, of course, that -Mirk 
Braithwaite and Winston Silcott are black 
and Engin Raghip is a Turkish Cyprio 
This is usually enough for British courts 
andthe British media. 


‘picked out to have no justice’ 


After the verdicis, Mrs Silcott, Winston 
Sileott’s mother, said ‘Some of us seem to 
be picked out to have no justice 

Winston Silcott, Mark Brathwaite and 
Engin Raghip were picked out to have no 
justice. The police wanted Winston Sileott 
because he has always stood up to them. 
They also wanted bodies for the killing of 
Biakelock. The British state wanted 10 
make sure that those who resist police 
racism and violence get the messige: 

‘Resist and we will use our police, our 
laws, our courts and our media to crush 
you. 

Bourgeois courts are inherently unreli~ 
able for the working class and oppressed. 
Left to themselves, these courts will act to 
protect a rofing class which depends on 
racism and police violence to exist. Only 
the pressure of the community, organised 
and Fighting on every level inside and out- 

© court, could hve tipped the 
‘balance of forces in favour of the three. 
Bat the fight is not yet over. 

The three will appeal. The time now 
‘must he used to build up = strong public 
campaign in defence of the three, Only 
sock 2 campaign could force the state 10 

hose whom it has “picked out to 
have no justice 


Community 
under siege 


The Broadwater Farm rising was 
‘sparked off by the police-killing of 
Mrs Cynthia Jarrett. The police, how- 
ever, seized the opportunity to at- 
tack the whole community. 

They prevented a protest from leaving the 
estate and attacked the marchers. The 
community fought for the right to protest 
against the murder of Cynthia Jarrett, On 
the evening of 6 October, the community 
fought back against a paramilitary style 
police attack. The police got what Bernie 
Grant so aptly described asa ‘bloody good 
hiding’ 

Inthe months after the rising, the police 
mounted & huge operation to get their 
revenge against the community, For six 
months the Farm was under siege with 
2,000 police on call, and 200-400 present 
onthe estate 


© More than 360 people were arrested. 
Many were released without charge after 
‘$0 hours detention. 

‘© Hundreds were held in police cells and: 
Genied solicitors; deprived of sleep, cloth- 
ingand food; racially and sexually insulted 
and abused. Many were beaten. Many 
‘were held naked, 

© All were questioned about Biakelock 
and threatened with life imprisonment 
‘Most were asked for names, especially the 
name of Winston Silcot 

‘© 50% of the detainees were juveniles. 
Approximately one third were white 

‘© Hundreds of juveniles were treated in 
the same violent, sadistic and illegal way 
asthe 13 year old who was acquitted. 

With collusion from local workers, the 
police took control of post deliveries, milk 
‘deliveries and other essentials, frequently 
cutting off these services altogether. The 
DHSS also colluded with cutting off bene- 
fits and handing over information. 


‘This was how the police created the condit- 
{ons for the Blakelock show trial 


2 FIGNT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! Aor 1987 


From the beginning of the trial, the 
Press has worked to ensure the suc- 
cess of the police frame up of 
Winston Sileott, Engin Raghip and 
Mark Braithwaite. 


On 22 January (the trial started on 14 Jan- 
uuary) the newspapers were filled with 
sensational and racist headlines: 

“Mob “planned to put PC’s head on 
pole” * Duily Telegraph 

"Riot mob tried to behead PC Blakelock, 
says QC’ The Guardian 

"Screaming mob “tried to hack off PC's 
head" * Daily Express 

“Merciless mob “tried 10 hack off PC's 
head" * The Times 

‘Put his head ona pole” Daily Mail 

“They said they would put his head on a 

pole” * Daily Mirror. 
All based on wild claims made by prosecu- 
tion barrister, Roy Amlot, Wild claims 
rived from a statement made by 2 13 
Year old after hours of being interrogated 
‘whilst wearing only a blanket and under- 
Pants: a statement which the youth with- 
drew and Justice Hodgson dismissed as 
“fantasy” 

‘None of the papers which had ficadlined 
this fantasy, headlined the fact that it was a 
fantasy 

The Sun not only printed this same rub- 
bish, they ran it with a picture of Winston 
Sileott, The prejudicial effect of doing this 
‘was so obvious that even the judge was 
moved o protest, Yet the trial was allowed 
tocontinue 


1... These 
police, this judge 
‘and this jury, they 
‘have wives, 
children and 


The fire next time 


‘The police and the ruling class, with the yapping assistance of the 
press, have seized on the Blakelock trial and the accompanying 
racist hysteria to mount further attacks on democratic rights. 


Winston Silcott was on bail tthe time that 
Blakelock was killed. This facts being ws 
ced to attack bail rights. The press, Tory 
MPs and others.are calling fora ‘re-exam- 
ination’ ofthe Bail Act 

Infact, thereare already far more people 
reminded in custody than there is prison 
spice for. Hence the overcrowding and 
packing of prisoners into police cells (see 
Prisoners Fighiback page this issue) 
Rates of offending while on bail are ex- 
‘tremely low. This isto say nothing of the 
‘small detail that Winston Silcott didnot 
Kill Blakelock, 

‘Winston Silcott is simply a convenient 
excuse for giving ruling class judges and 
magistrates unrestricted power to throw 
working class and oppressed people 
behind bars. 


‘Armoured cars and tanks 
and guns’ 
So runs the Irish song about internment 
‘The Metropolitan Police has now created 
“Territorial Support Grospy = cach police 
division. These squads wil ess armoured 
cars and are tained i te ose of CS ex 
plastic bullets and guns Qe the mgt of the 
Blakelock verdict armmore’ care wee 
‘moved into Tottenham pice sane 

The TSGs are un ar-covlian Some 
«stablished, trained and equipped mack 


Trial by the racist 
British press 


After the verdicts, the racist press really 
let themselves go. Winston Silcott was 
‘evil’ (Daily Mirror and The Sim): a 
‘violent gangster’ (Daily Mirror), 2 ‘giant 
black gang leader’ (The Sun) leader of a 
‘savage mob’ (Daily Mail}; he ‘ruled 
Broadwater Farm estate with a voodoo- 
like grip of fear’ (Daily Mirror): he's “an 
animal . -. who was yesterday caged for 
life for the SECOND time in his wretched. 
‘existence. (The Star) 

The commenity itself came under the 
same vicious racist attack. Blakelock was 
the “victim of savages” (The Sun). The 
youth were ‘Hooded animals out for 
bblood” and the “Beasts of Broadwater 
Farm” (The Star). The repeated theme of 
savagery coupled with repeated references 
to Winston Silcott being black has only one 
purpose: to identify black people, and 
black youth in particular, as sub-humans 
threatening society 

All this racist filth not only helped to ex 
sure the guilty verdicts, it also now justi- 
fies the increased powers ofthe police and 
Justifies further attacks on democratic 
rights such as the right to release on bail, 

‘Only a deterniined public campaign, 
constantly countering the racist press, 
could have tipped the balance in favour of 
the community under attack, Such a cam- 
Paign could have asked why there is no talk 
of “savages” and “animals” when 5 year old 
children are shot dead in their beds Gon 
Shorthouse), when black mothers are shot 
and paralysed in their own homes (Cherry 
Groce) and when black mothers are killed 
in their own homes (Cynthia Jarrett), 


{EnoAHNEIYT MiHKONY 


any section of the people who physically 
confront police violence and racism. The 
press hysteria about “ssvages" “animals 
and "Beasts’ coupled with carefully stage- 
managed rank and file “revolts" against 
“softness by senior officers, is providing 
the climate of public opinion in which the 
police can give the people ‘a bloody good 
hiding 

The state is cquipping its police 
‘organising sts aws and preparing ts cours 
and prisons for the next round of risings. 
All the more reasoa why the fight odefend | 
legal rights and oppose increased police 
powers has to tke place now 


Support the | 
framed prisoners | 
: 
; 


FREI is ashing ts supporters to sem 
messages of solidarity te: 

© Winston Sticstt (574053) ser 
Wormwood Scrubs. Du Cane Rand. >D 
‘Box 757 London, W12GKE 


Halting the retreat 


‘n Thursday 19 March, the police Finally exacted 
their revenge for the killing of PC Blakelock on 
‘Broadwater Farm Estate in October 1985. Onthe 

flimsiest evidence three men were given life sentences, 

‘The trial, lasting two months, was the culmination of a 

reign of police terror on Broadwater Farm Estate, which 

followed the uprising. In the months following October 

1985, black youth were rounded-up, brutally inter- 

rogated, denied the most basic rights, and forced to sign 

munity was under siege. AUl this was exposed in the 
evidence given to the Old Bailey trial, bt even so, three 

‘men were found guilty without a scrap of real evidence 

‘against them. 


‘early 12 years ago over a period of seven months 

between August 1975 and March 1976, 16 Irish 

men and women and one Englishwoman, the 
friend of one of the Irish men, were sentenced to massive 
gaol terms for actions they did not carry out. The Birm- 
ingham Six received life sentences; the Guildford Four 
‘were given life sentences ranging from 30 years to natural 
lifeand the Maguires weresent down for between 4and 14 
years. The main evidence against them was their own 
fessions’ beaten out of them during police interroga- 
tion and/or very flimsy, now totally discredited, forensic 
evidence. All were innocent, framed by a conspiracy of 
the police and British judicial system atthe highest levels, 
aided and abetted by anti-Irish hysteria whipped up by 
the British press. 

‘Today all the guilty verdicts have been challenged. 
Books and TV programmes have appeared that 
‘demonstrate their innocence. Only the Birmingham Six 
‘ease has so far been referred to the Court of Appeal. 17 
people have spent, and the majority are stil spending, 
‘Years oftheir livesin the hell holes that are British prisons 
simply because they are Irish or in the case of Carole 
Richardson had a relationship with an Irish man. 


‘Broadwater Farm trials of today and those Irish 
‘tials of nearly 12 years ago share many things in 
common. Both expese the way the British police 
‘and judicial system deals with oppressed people fighting 
‘back against British imperialism and British racism. 
‘Whether itis the Irish people fighting for the democratic 
‘right to self-determination or black people and other op- 
pressed sections of the British working class fighting 
against police racism, harassment and bratality they can 
‘expect not even a modicum of justice. Thisisintended asa 
‘warning to others not to take up the struggle, not to side 
‘with those fighting for freedom and justice. 

British terror and murder in the occupied Six Counties 
of Ireland and police brutality, murder, and racist 
harassment in the inner cities of Britain have become 
“publicly” acceptable forms of violence - the violence of 
the state. The paratroopers who shot fourteen Irish peo- 
pile dead in 1972 and the police who shot Cherry Groce 
‘and killed Cynthia Jarrett walk free. But when the Irish 
people strike back through a bombing campaign in Bri- 
‘ain or black and white youths from the inner cities hit 
‘back with stones, petrol bombs against an increasingly 
organised, and armed. para-military police force, thereis 
‘public’ outrage and hysteria —for this isthe violence of 
the oppressed. 

‘The working clas in Britain has failed to take sides, to 
‘condemn state violence and to defend the right of the op- 
pressed to use violence against their oppressors. The con- 
sequence of this has been 2 rapid erosion of our fun- 
damental rights to organise, demonstrate and take 
political action, together with a strengthening ofthe state 
‘machine, the police, courts and prisons, in order to crush 
any fightback. 

‘The Birmingham bombings in 1974 were used as a 
pretext to introduce the anti-trish Prevention of Ter- 
rorism Act (now extended to all fighting for national 
liberation). Political struggle onthe Irish issue was being 
criminalised. Police powers were increased and special 
‘squads of trained, increasingly armed police were set up 
to deal with ‘terrorism’ — that is violence for political 
ods. Show trials, hyped up by the media, took place 
where flimsy evidence and ‘confessions’ beaten out of 
smspects became acceptable in the fight against “ter- 
recta". Inthe Sex Counties from 1976-1979, under Ken- 
mech Newman. thes head of the RUC, the systematic tar- 
See of sage oe Saree ot “comfessions’ allowed non- 
JSF caer te mgrnee Ent people. often for life. Nowe 
‘See mec are being Srumdirred 2 Britaio. 

Kemmcch Newmar was chme= te be bead of the 
Mecrupests Paice soon afer Ste PAH chames is Brit- 
(eae SS cageriener in Ercan mie te the rang cas's 
ee After he Ocnaber PRE coimg = Bremdwater 
Fare my of eee aeremed were eld far Ges wm 
ces era, ue we Seek Nee ae oe 
‘Seater Ghee ewes te rial Gor the Ailing af PC 


Biakelock were brutally interrogated, often under llega 
conditions, and forced to sign ‘confessions’ or “mame 
names’. Winston Silcott was held naked except for = 
paper bag for three days. A show trial has now takkex 
Eth gigi Breeder cuits les wt 
the pretext to develop special anti-civiian police 
‘squads - Territorial Support Groups (see article). There 
‘has been no public outery, barely 2 murmur about this 
‘very serious and dangerous development, 


his process can and must be halted. Butt will only 

‘be possible if a new working class movement is 

built which breaks from the official Labour move- 
iment and unequivocally takes the side of all those fighting 
back against British imperialism, racism and police 
violence. 

‘The official labour and trade union movement is in 
‘retreat. It has always condemned the fightback of the op- 
pressed and has often spearheaded the attack against 
them. A Labour government was in power at the time of 
the Irish show trials in Britain in the mid-1970s and dur- 
‘ng the torture of the suspects in the Six Counties from 
1976-9, Themain British socialist organisations have con- 
centrated their political work in theofficial Labour moye- 
tient inevitably aping fundamental aspects ofthat maye- 
ment’s politics. They have always attacked the armed 
struggle of the Irish movement. At the time of the Birm- 
ingham bombings the Morning Star (CPGB) condemned 
“terror bombings’. Socialist Worker said planting bombs 
was an act of desperation. All the trotskyist left condemn- 
ed the bombings saying they prevented the mobilisation of 
British workers against imperialism. In reality the left 
‘was too cowed to even attempt to build a movement 
against the PTA or the show trials in the 1970s. 

The risings of black and white youth in British inner 
cities have heen similarly condemned by the British 
socialist organisations. The CPGB called the rising i= St 
Pauls in 1980 ‘primitive’. The IMG (naw Social Acsiom) 
said the use of bricks against the police in Southall in 1979 
‘was ‘a big mistake born of anger and frustration’. The 
'SWP developed a theory after the 1981 risings that black 
‘Youth were not part of the working class but 2 ‘lumpex 
Proletariat’, the ‘vulnerable underbelly of the working 
‘lass’. By 1985 the risings were vicous and brutal” (Mor=- 
ing Star wing of the CPGB) involving “tresirates 
youths ... looting and burwing’ (Focus Eurocommuns 
‘wing of the CPGB). Socialist Worker saw the risings as 
‘senso desperation’ and Biot regrded them as 


Sap hee elie powder 
found elsewhere in the official Labour movement — the 
movement that had then only recently betrayed the 
-miners and was in headlong retreat. Not only did they at- 
tack the risings but they stood idly by or made empty 
gestures when the ruling class trampled on the rights of 
those involved. 

‘Their politics rest on a sterile anti-Marxist dogma, that 
is, the possibility of transforming the official British 
‘Labour and trade union movement into a fighting wark- 
ing class movement, the basis of a real socialist move- 
‘ment, at some time in the future. This ahistorical stand- 
point could be simply dismissed as middle class fantasy 
but for its political consequences, These have Bese 
serious. They have meant that the state’s assault on black 
and Irish people has gone unanswered. And it is precisely 
because of this that a conspiracy of the police, the 
judiciary and the media sueceeded in having three men 
from Broadwater Farm found guilty of murder by a jury 
without a shred of evidence to prove the case. 


essoms must be learnt. A fight back is possible if 
socialists give priority to taking action now im 
defence of those fighting back against imperialism, 
racism and police violence. The Viraj Mendis Defence 
Campaign shows what can be done. If broad-based 
‘campaign had not been built Viraj would have deported 
to Sri Lanka along time ago. The church where Viraj isin 
sanctuary would have already been raided by the police 
and Viraj dragged off. The determination of the cam 
paign te stand up to Waddington, to the fascists and tothe 
gutter prest which is baying for Viraj’s blood has meant 
‘that sections of the official Labour movement have ves 
real seppert to the campaign. 

A victory for Viraj is possible if Brith seciiice 
recegaise that one real struggle to defend 2 Sack came 
mene: faced wich deportation sad posse Seat = arch 
2 bended idea! arogrammes for bahimg s acme 
fevemest che fanare 4 victory for View ae teow te 
wan farward for themands of working am eat we 
(want te She back new agains the career 
Brosdwaer Fare defemtaes ant age of pe 
Fact vinkence and tereemes Thar = how Se eee 


No to 
Police 
Order 


‘On 1 April the Public Order Act 
‘will become law in its entirety, 
aod on 4 April the Coalition 
Against the Public Order Act 
{CAPOA) will be marching in 
protest. The Public Order Act 
seriously limits our right to 
emonstrate freely and spon- 
taneously. The Act gives massive 
and frightening new powers to 
the police: 
© Six days writen notice of any 
search must be given othe police 
‘© The police have the power, under 
‘he Acts odictatethe length, route of 
the march and the number of people 
fo attend if they express any belief 
sh the demonstration or picket may 
salt in serious public disorder. 
© The police also have the power to 
apply to the local council concerned 
x the Secretary of State for an order 
Seeing all marches in a given area 
‘up to three months. They ean do 
‘Ses where they think ‘imposing con- 
ees would be insufficient to pre- 
west serious public disorder.” 
CAPOA is a broad organisation 
scprising anarchist, communist, 
pees, squatters’, women’s lesbian 
yy and. anti-racist organisa: 
have joined together to 
sate resistance to this repres- 


piece of legislation. Ay two 

CAPR (Campaign 
fgsinst Police Repression) said, 
Sesically the law means that 


cuare notallowed to disagree 


= a direct and brutal ese 
son to soch recemt events 2s Wapp- 
fez. the Miners" strike, the Stone 
Senge couvoy and the Broadwater 
Farm and Brixion uprisings. In the 
same way thatthe Labour Party scab 
Sedion and betrayed all these groups 
seediex struggles, we cannot wait for 
Se Latour Party to renege on its 
promise to repeal the Act. The way to 
Ergatthe Public Order Act is not to 
‘wait for the election of a Labour 
government. 

‘We must act now if we wish to re 
sass the rightto demonstrate. The act 
‘Ses be made unworkable, Join us to 
Sach for the right to march on 4 
Apeat Malet St. at I o’clock 

Kate Lorimer 
‘and Leigh O'Connor 


extremism and higher tres! rates is 
particularly prominent in the GLC 
farea..,," Patricia Hewit is former 
secretary of the National Council of 
Civil Liberties 

© Kinnock commited himself at 
the Labour Party Conference 10 
removing cruise missiles within a 
few months of the election of a 
Labour government, This week, 
prior to his visit to Reagan, Kinnock 
has begun to backtrack, announcing 
that « Labour government would de- 
lay the removal of cruise missiles, 
pending the outcome of superpower 
{alks, Protests from the left of the 
party have been muted. 

© Kinnock has praised as ‘par- 
ticularly positive" the acceptance by 
South Willes NUM of six day work: 
ing as a condition of the NCB open- 
ing a new pital Margam, Such inter- 
ference is gratuitous stab at Arthur 
Scargill who opposes the decision 
ind is at present facing divisions in 
the NUM on this issue, 

© This week Kinnock has launched 
4 further attack on black sections, 
following their conference in Not: 
tingham, Labour has six black can- 
didates in the next clection and the 
racist Sun is already gunning for 
them, Kinnock, desperate to hang on 
to white working class votes, has 
now won NEC hacking on resolu 
tion chreatening disciplinary action 
for those who continue to engage in 
separatist’ activity 

© ‘Kinnock's attack on black people 
in the Labour Party is particularly 
sickin view ofadecisionat the recent 
Scottish Labour Party conference to. 
‘withdraw a motion which argued that 
‘membership of the Orange Order it 
incompatible with membership of 
the Labour Party 


AFTER GREENWICH 


Labour’s defeat at the Greenwich by-election has become a water- 
shed for the left. The loss of this formerly safe Labour seat to the 
‘Alliance — it has been Labour since 1945 — has suddenly brought forth 


the harrifying vision of a third Thatcher government, with all that it 


entails. 
‘The lft claim that candidate Deirdre 
‘Wood was nat allowed by the leader- 
ship to stand firmly enough on left 
‘wing policies. Her slogan “Deirdre 
‘Wood understands Greenwich’ cer 
tainly summed up the apolitical cam- 
paign, The right claim that it was 
Wood's tet wing policies, such as 
hher support for gay rights, that 
alienated voters 

“The truth is that Greenvvich show- 


ed clearly how Labour's traditional 
bases of support have been eroded by 
cight years of Thatcher government. 
The Tories have succeeded in quite 
precisely buying off sections of the 
skilled Working class and middle 
classes. And, on the other hand, 
Thatcher has also succeeded, 
through ratecapping, in the del 

crate destruction of Labour councils’ 
ability to deliver the goods locally in 


the form of jobs, houses and other 
economic and social benefits. The 
collapse of Labour's opposition to 

| rasccapping as destroyed their 
credibility in the 
tions of the working class most op- 
pressed by Thatcher's attacks. After 
All, it's no use talking about equal 
fights if you can’t provide houses, 
repairs, decent schools, nurseries, 
teachers, social services — thelist i 
endless. In Greenwich, SDP can- 
<idate Rosie Barnes was able to pose 
43s opposing not oaly Thatcher, but 
alsothe local Labour council, aac 
ing them on fundamental issoes such 

| as housing. Having given up the 


Labour Tost 4,000 votes 10 the 
SDP. Kinnock’s response has been 
tomove even further rightwards. 
© Insiead of standing up 0 the 
‘Tories’ campaign onthe ‘loony lef’, 
backed up by the Iying filth pedled 


inthe likes of The Sun, Kinnock and 
his cronies have themselves turned 


‘on the lefl. Hence the letter from 


Kinnock’s press secretary Patricia 
Hewitt o London Labour MP Frank 
‘The “loony Labour 


Dobson 
left” is taking its tol; the gays and 
lesbians issue is costing us dear 


amongst the pensioners; and fear of 


The defeat at Greenwich is a 
‘watershed for the left. Since. then 
Labour has slipped to third place in 
the opinion polls for the first time. 
For Kinnock, it means that even 
more drastic shifts to the right are 
necessary - but then, as Greenwich 
shows, fe will be entering the ter 
ritory thatthe Alliance and even the 
left of the Tory Party occupy so 
‘much more successfully, without the 
embarrassment ofleftwing baggage. 
Fortheleftitshowshow farthey will 
have to g0 if they want to support 
1 Kinnock vietory atthe polls, 

Ova Adamson 


IN BRIEF 


Anew wave of teachers” strikes has 
Segun in opposition to Baker's Bill 
‘ich sets outthe pay and conditions 
‘hich he is imposing on teachers by 
Jaw. At issue are no longer just the 

“divisive salary scales of Baker's deal 
and the open-ended definition of 
teachers’ duties (ike covering for 3 
ays for absent teachers), Now 
teachers are entaged by the with 
drawal of negotiating rights from 
fer unions, Baker is hinting strong 
iy that he wants a no-strike deal in 
return fora restoration of bargaining 
Fights to teachers’ unions, 

“The two largest unions, the NUT 
and the NAS/UWT have jointly held 
2 series of half-day strikes through- 
out the country. A second wave of 
strikes is now taking place 

fm London, the so-called “pro- 
geessive’ Inner London Education 
Shorty is also doing its bitto clob- 
ber teachers by threatening com- 
paisory redeployment for hundreds 
of secondary teachers, These meas- 
ties are described by ILEA as ‘op- 
pornanities'. The dispute has been 
Snirvened by demonstrations of 
school students at County Hall. 
xganised by the National Union of 
School Stadents. Demonstrations by 
sexyone connected ina real sense with 
‘Sdecation -like school students or 


teachers ~ seem to be anathema 10 
the ILEA. They have now threatened 
teachers “inciting” pupils to demon- 
strate with disciplinary proceedings 
for ‘gross misconduct 


‘Olivia Adamson 


A DANGEROUS BADGE 


“The London Daily News (28 March 
1987) reports that Fachtma 
O°Cealingh, former manager of the 
Boomtown Rats, was given a cond 
tional discharge and charged £75 
costs in Highbary magistrates court 
for an offence under the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act. His ‘offence’ was 
to Wear a badge saying “Out of the 
ashes arose the Provisionals’ 

Terry 0 Halloran 


HEALTH DIVIDE UNDER: 


A new report fromthe Health Educe 
tion Council, The Health Divide 
shows the toll char 8 years of Thst- 
her's government have taken on the 
health of the working class. The 
government tried to suppress news 
Of the report by putting pressure on 
the Health Council chairman to 
cancel the press conference laun- 
‘ching the report. 

‘The report shows that working 
class people have 2. significantly 
Tower life expectancy than & years 
‘ago when Thatcher came to power. 


{¢ FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISMT April 1987 
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T LABOUR AND 


‘The government is planning to con 
script unemployed youth into en- 
forces chesp labour. Employment 
Minister Lord Young has clearly in- 
dicated that the Tories’ election 
‘manifesto wil include proposals 10 
| Stop the benetit of school leavers 

who reject a two-year YTS place 
Young described this a ‘the con- 
scription of common sease” the 
remedy for the unemployed who 
‘decide tole in bed 

Despite rent Tory propaganda, 
unemployment figures have con 
tinued to grow in 1987. Even the 
‘Bank of England points out that ap- 
parent falls are mainly due to the 
neverending growth of specisl 


0 3 month 


schemes which tak 
off doe statistics. 

1979 there have been 18 changes in 
the way unemployment figures are 
calculated. Now the government 
‘abolish monthly anemplon 
euresaliogether. They plan 

‘eplace them with an already existent 


‘quarterly labour survey’ which 
always produces. reduced. figures: 
for example in 1985 it showed 2.61 
million unemployed when 3.13 
million were cla 

The “Restart” scheme is a central 


parofthis fiddle, has restarted on 
07% of those imerviewsd for 
Jobs, while withdrawing bene ond 
T place inthe dole quewe for 
thousands. A survey ou Merseyside 
showed that only 238 of 38,711 in 
terviewed found work, while 2,450 
Tad their benefit stopped. The 
Sorvey found that one sobceare 
Sampled. had refered 14 inter 
Viewesstwapossible jb. 13 ofthese 
Yor sent after the same caretaker 
| pos, wich paid £48 for a 48-hour 
— ‘Dave Barton 


Lo and Behold! The House of Com- 
‘mons Select Committee on trade and 
industry has concluded there was = 
‘concert party’, illegal collusion, in 
the Sikorsky-Fiat bid for Westland. 
labour MP Robin Cook accused 
Lord Hsason and Rupert Murdoch 
‘of paying over the odds for Westland 


shares. The “Fan Club’ isno secretin 
the City:a coterie of financiers ready 
to pat = fraction of their fortunes at 
Thaicher's disposal, buying their 
places inher court. 

Twonder why no.one other than 
FRET 66 has pointed out that it was 
the same team of Morgan Grenfell 
and Cazenave that served Guinness 
in its bid for Distillers that_or- 
chestrated the Sikorsky-Fiat bid for 
Westland? An embarrassing coin- 
idence for the Fan Club or 
Something more! Tresor Rayne 


Adds Terry O'Halloran 
The Depariment of Trad: and in 
estry is secking a court order to 
force Jeremy Warner of The In 
dependent, \o reveal the name of the 
Civil servant who provided him with 


Vital information to expose insider 
| seis siete the 
information for its 


vestigation. 
“The truth is thatthe DTI wants tostop 
civil servants from helping jour- 
‘alist to expose corruption. 

‘On Thursday 26 Marc 
The Independent, Andreas Whittam 
Smith, told the court that he woold 
‘defy aay order to reveal the source 
{s to be hoped that The Independent 
sticks to this principled position. 


TERPILLAR OCCUPATION 


(On Monday 23 March the Cater- 
pillar company went tocourtinanat- 
Eempttoend the 10 week old workers 
‘occupation of its Uddingston fac- 


tory. The same day, workers voted 
by 418t0 354 lo continue the occupa- 
tion. ‘The management immediately 
confirmed that the 800 workers 
‘would be given 90 days notice, 
meaning that they would be made 
redundant from 11 May, Originally 
the full 1,200 workers were behind 
the occupation but 400 white-collar 
‘workers Voted to pull out. Following 
the judge's ruling om 26 March that 
the dccupstion sllegal, workers voted 
fon 30 March, by a narrow majority 
(368-363), to continue the occupation. 

‘Not content with just occupying 
the factory, the workers decided 10 
pt their skills to good use, They 
‘went ahead and madea tractor worth 
£70,000 and are at present trying to 
send it to the people of Nicaragua. 
The “Pink Panther". itis called, is 
at present trapped inthe City Centre 
fof Glasgow, An injunction granted 
to the Company is preventing the 
tractor from being transported to 
Nicaragua 

The Caterpillar workers have 
taken a defiant stand against this US 
besed multinational company. And 
now is the time they need as much 
Support as possible, The demonstra 
fion in support of workers on 28 
March showed that the support is 
there for workers, butt must not end 
there. There are support groups be- 
ing set up all round Scotland, Write 
to the address below and find out if 
there is one in your area, 

‘Send money and messages of sup- 
port to Thomas Stevenson, Treasur- 
er, 17 Campsie View, Bargeddie, 
Bailieston, Glasgow. Gerry Martin 


NEWS 


Nothing for the 
poor in budget 


“While semi-detached Britain thrives, the economic and social con- 
ditions of black people, the poor, the unemployed and the low-paid 
are going to get fur worse. The ruling class has consciously created 
this divided nation as a mess to holding on to its power as the 
economic crisis of capitalism sharpens.’ (FRFI, December 1986). 


In this divided nation, nearly 3 third 
af the population live in or on the 
‘margins of poverty. 4% of jobs lst 
since 1979 have been in Northern oF 
Western regions. The gap between 
low puid and high paid workers has 
Widened “by some 30% under 
Thatcher 

Details of the gulf between rich 
and poor ate revealed inthe govern 
‘ment's ownannval statistical survey 
Social Trends 1987. The sare of 
come. of the poorest 40% of 
households fell from 8.75% in 1981 t0 
6.4% in 1983, By contrast, the 
Fichest fiAh increased their share 
from 46.4% to 48.6% in the same 
period. The numberof fami 
below supplementary benefit 
rose from 3.9 million in 1979 0 5.5, 
nnillin in 1983, Long-term 
tunemployment (je over 3. year) 
soared from 25% of the total jobless 
sn 19791041 % by July 1986. 

‘Against this background, 
‘Chancellor Nigel Lawson presented 
his Budget. Almost exactly a month 
before Buuiget Day. it became clear 
that increased government revenues 
‘would give Lawson money to play 
with. This came from VAT receipts 
from a consumer boom in imported 
goods, from stamp duty on frenetic 
share trading since the City “Big 
Bang’ and from Corporation Tax on 


peo rased by deepening 
Exploitation. 
was widely preted that a huge 


Budget tax handout would result. In 
the event, Lawson used his £5.6 
illion in hand to give generous tax 
cuts (0 the beter off, and to reduce 
public sector borrowing: thus brib- 
ing voters and further pleasing the 
City im one go. Shares gaincd £3 
billion on the day. 

Lavson’s Budgst gave £2.6 
billion in tax cuts, Thebasie rate was 
cut by 2p, giving about a week 10 
Someone on average earnings. 
However, many low-paid workers 
gained under £1, while someone on 
five times average earnings gained 
£6.62. A report by the Low Pay 
Unit, ‘Two Nations ~ Double Stan 
dards clearly shows this us a von- 
tinuation of Tory policy. The report 


shows that income tax has been 
1978/9. Only 8% of this went to the 
6% million taxpayers with incomes 
under £125 » week. On the other 
hand. $0,000 people earning over 
£70,000 a year got 11% of wt: an 
average tax cut of £367 a week. OF 
the £81 billion given away in in 
come tax, one-fifth went to th 
Fichest 15, and nearly half to the 
richest 10% 

Since 1979 the burden of tax has 
hen shifted anzo the poorest. While 
the rich are much better off, the 
‘overall burden of tax has increased, 
without any improvement of public 
services. The tax bill has been spent 
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{ax since 1979, whereas a person on 
10 times-the average has had a 


decrease of 


% (figures cited by 
Low Pay Unit. 


| Geoffrey Howe 


avoid it altogther. Tex conce 
were made for those who 

ford private pension schem 

Duke of York's allowance 

civil ist rose by SO, 

annum. By repeal 

Control Actin bis Budget, Lawson 
merely formalised the 

block on the mobility of capital: the 
‘Act had been suspended in 1979 by 


‘Thus the only significant features 
of the 1987 Budget are the cuts in in 
ing. The decision to use available 
funds 10 benefit those in work, the 
better paid and the rich represents 
‘quite clearly an_ electioncering 
Budget’ inthe words ofthe Financial 


SOUTH AFRIC/ 


Whites will vote 
to stay in power 


On 6 May, South Africa's white minority will elect a white 
government and a white President at its first general 
election for years. The black majority do not have the 
vote. Black political leaders are in gaol and inexile. Botha 
has spent the last two years unleashing terror against 
black people who have organised to fight apartheid. 
Thousands are still detained and tortured. But this will 


‘mination of the ruling class to rein- 
force and deepen the division bet- 
ween the two ations. Of course the 
Budget did nothing for the 
unemployed: for itis the very ex- 
istence of mass unemployment 
‘which secures for semi-detached 
Britain its fragile and parasitic 
property Dave Burton 


The jailing of Phil Penn 


Last month we reported that Phil Penn a leading member of the 
Workers Revolutionary Party (Workers Press) was in prison as a 
result ofa set-up by Newsline supporters who turned police evidence 


‘against him, FRF interviewed Sandra Penn, Phil's wife, on theissues 


‘behind his imprisonment. 
‘The incident took place on 3 May at 
Wapping «Phil was going back to 
the van to get camera when a group 
of Newsline supporters tried  pro- 
‘Yoke him. Phil was so upset by their 
abuse he eft Wapping, butthen went 
back, thinking that he shoulda’ 
Jeave simply because oftheir taunts 
Onhis return, four of them started a 
fight. Two hit him with banner 
poles, Phil had to defend himself, 
land one man, wearing glasses, had 
his eye injured. The police arrived 
aun arrested Phil 
‘AL this point, the incident could 
have been dropped. But instead, says 
Sandra, "Toreunce and Healey sized 
itaya chance to g=t Phil by ordering 
the witnesses to tur police evidence 
They knew the charge carried 
the possibility ofa custodial sentence 
ant that Phil had a young family 
‘The jury found Phil guilty, even 
though they fad been reduced to 
laughter by the ludicrous descrip- 
tion, given by ons witness, of Pil 
“whirling one man round his, head 
and hiting others with him.” The 
judge at Southwark Crown Cour, 
‘whore many of the Wapping, cases 


were tried, announced that he would 
“have 10 make an example of him’ 
Phil was sentenced to 12 months in 
prison, of which &are suspended. 

‘Sandra explained why Phil had 
been singled out. “For the last few 
‘months before the split in the Party, 
Phil had been Healey’s personal 
river. Healey had assumed Phil 
‘would stay on his side. But when Phil 
{found out about Healey's abuse of 
‘women comrades, he changed sides 

"The attack at Wapping wasn't 

the’ first. Phil was attacked on 
Balham High Road and in Leicester 
‘with staves and Stanley knives 

Sandra concluded “Thanks to 
‘everyone in RCG/FRFI for cards 
tnd Teters of Theclass con 
‘cious solidarity from all has boen an 
inspiration, The Newsline rumphave 
‘breached a basic class issue by turn- 
ing police evidence. They've made a 
big mistake. Primers’ support 
‘groups at Wapping asked the rump 
‘ot to march with them’. 

'FRFI condemns the role of 

line in the jailing of Phil Pean_ 

Phil is at present in Wormwood 
Scrubs. (Write to Phil Penn, 


127055, HM Prison Wormwood 
‘Scrubs, PO Box 757, Du Cane Road, 
London WI? OAE) We sead Phil 
‘or greetings - we hear he's in good 
spiritsand look forward to his 
release in April when he will once 
again be free to take up his work in 
defence of Irish prisoners. 

iva Adams 


Message to the RCG from Phil Penn 
1 want to thank all those who seot 
messages of support, the comrades 
frum the VMDC, Kamran Mashadi, 
City AA. Tam in here for a briet 


not be at issue during this election campaign which Is 
devoted solely to the question of how the white minority 
can hold on to its power and wealth. 


Worrall 
{a the run up tothe electioa both the 
South Arican and the British press 
have written hundreds of words on 
the divisions occurring left and 
right around the National Party. 
The key word in the elections is 
“reform and the ‘politician of the 
sonth’ is Denis Worrall, former 


TOWNSHIP 
KILLINGS 


Wsno surprise that the regime 
‘backs Inkatha In the hope thst 
its forces will destroy those 
fighting apartheid. The British 
‘press by repeating the regime's 
lies about tribal violence is 


‘iberal’ apologies for Apartheid 


LORNA MORGAN 


preserve white rule whilst remov 
ing the more extreme aspects of 
apartheid. He argues for the aboli- 
tion of the Group Areas Act and all, 
discriminatory laws, regulations 
land practices but won't call for an 
end tothe State of Emergency. He 
calls for constitutional negotis- 
tions with black leaders but is op- 
posed to “one man, one vote”. 

‘Worrall'sdifferences with Botha 
rest on how to preserve white sup- 
remacy. not on destroying it, The 
extreme right-wing favour outright 
repression of the black ma 
snd in orderto retain the 
‘vote, Botha has stuck to this path, 
Worrall argues that force alone 
‘can't stem black people's resist- 
ance to apartheid. Inorder ioavoid 
‘tevelution he is prepared to enter- 
‘tzinand enter alliances with traitors 
like Buthelezi, leader ofthe Inkatha 
‘movement. Worrall has been hail- 
‘ed inthe British press s.‘liberal’ 
This ‘liberal’ was Ambassador to 
‘Britain from 198410 1987. Heably 
represented the apartheid regimein 
1 period covering two states of 
‘emergency in South Africa 21Ju- 
ly 1985 t0 7 March 1986 and the 
currentone whichbeganon 13June 
1986. 

He represented a regime that has 
murdered neatly 3,000 bluck peo- 
plesince 1985 and detained 23,000 
political activists including 8,000 
children under the current sta of 
‘emergency. This ‘liberal’ has also 
found cause to interfere in British 
political life. In 1984 an embassy 
official paid £25,000 to bail four 
arms smugglers to South Africa 
who have never returned to Britain 
tw stand tral. It's this"liberal’ who 
‘complained to the Foreign Office 
about City Group's pickets outside 
the South African embassy and, 
through the Metropolitan police, 
attempted to have them banned 
This “liberal” has instructed his 
staff to collaborate with the police 
in an attempt to silence the Non- 
Stop Picket. 

Worrall’s attempts to reform 
apartheid piecemeal fashion will 
Gil, just as Botha’s phony reforms 
failed in 1984 when they were met 
with the resistance af the black | 
asses. Worrall admits "Tam not 
against the National Party, but 
against its preseat leaders.” Black 
peoplein South Africa owe nothing 
to Worrall and his phony refor- 
ris. The only guarantee to their 
freedom is the otal destruction of. 
spartheid ~ task they have taken 
int their own hands. The UDF has 
called for mass protests on May 
Day that will beheardinevery cor- 
nerf the world.” 


FIGHT RACISM FIGHT IMPERIALISIH A= 


IN BRIE! 


i} DEATH OF COMRADE 
HONONO 


Fight Racism! Fight Imperia 
thas learned of the death of Comes 
Nathaniel. Honono “Tshutssia 
South African freedom fighaer = 
‘was buried in Harare on 16 Jams 
1987. Born in 1908 Come 
Honono worked throughout Ss 
for liberation in South Africs 
was driven from hs job a a tea 
driven from his home, detained 
voltary confinement without tn 
and finally forced into ex 
Representatives of the ANC, P. 
arid PLO gave homage to Come 
Honono at the memarial service. 
was known for his open and hos 
pproach tall the libera 
movemeats, Trevor Ray 


‘BLOOD SUCKING BANKS 


Brutality, repression, the attack 
black people's rights and the ss 
censorship of the press are good 
‘banking profits. That isthe mess 
coming from the imperialist banks 
the racist South African regime. 

A year go the bankers refused 
South Africans" request for a le 
term rescheduling ofits debt Te 
the growing resistance ofthe pec 
was reported daily on the work 
television screens. Today the bes 
fers mistakenly believe thatthe p 
ple's struggle has been repressed 
they are now prepared to get dows 
‘business, They have done a deal 
the racist regime and agreed 
three year rescheduling arrangems 
for $13bn of the outstanding dé 
($23 bn). $1.42 bn of the $13 bm 
originally frozen by the South Af 
can authorities in August 1985 
be repaid by June 1990. The od 
$i0bn outside this will, 3s agreed 
italy be repaid as it matures and 
terest payments will continue to 
paid on all the debt. The banks he 
‘once again bailed out South Afric 

‘Standard Chartered bank report 
‘85 percent fallin pre-tax profes 
‘year from £268m to £25 Ho 


‘ower financial rand (used fo exp 
ting funds)a clear statement i 
‘Standard Chartered has a long t: 


THE REAL PRESIDENT 
According to pall being carried o 
‘by the Johannesburg daily see 
paper Soweian, Nelson Mande 
should be President of South Afr 
In an interim result, Mandela cae 
top with 303 votes in 3 poll 
discover who should be govern 
South Africa. Oliver Tambo w 
placed second with 202, and Zx 
Mothopeng, jailed PAC leade 
came cighth with 190, P W Boo 
received $9 votes, but sioce bls 
people are denied the vote, Bod 
will get a bigger proportion of 2 
vote than he deserves on 6 May. 


COMMEMORATION 


(On Friday 20 March, the 

niversary of the Sharpe 

London organised by the 
City AA si 

ventand Tony Caf 

plate for 


‘to celebrate the first year of the picket. On 6 May they will be erecting 


"support the March for Mandela. On the way back from the march the 


“only election in South Africa. 


THE GOOD, THE BAD... 


(City of London Anti-Apartheld Group members have spent the last two | 

months mobilising support for the March for Mandela. 14 March was ‘ 

‘not just a London event. Supporters came from as far apart as Cornwall 

‘end the Highlands of Scotland. The march was testimony to the (* 

‘reputation City AA and the Non-Stop Picket have earned as determined 

fighters against apartheld and racism. | 

Those who came on 14 March made a choice. They chose to ignore 

tthe sectarianism of the AM leadership who have spent the last two 

‘months since the AAM AGM in January spreading rumour, gossip, 1 

threats and lies about the Picket and City AA, instead of getting on with 

‘the job of fighting apartheid. City Group measures Its success by how 

many people join the struggle, the AAM seems to measure its success 

jn terms of how many it can dissuade from supporting City Group. Here 

fare just a few examples: 

© Members of Huddersfield and Stroud AA groups were told by AM | 

national office that there was no demonstration on 14 March. They 

came anyway. 

© Merseyside AA group asked the local peace band to cease playing 

tat the local Non-Stop Picket Support Group events—they were given | 

‘short shrift, | 
| 


fone 
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® AnAAM member in Leyton Labour Party proposed a motion to his 
‘constituency that Harry Cohen, the local MP, cease support for the 
Non-Stop Picket. This was defeated overwhelmingly. 

® Westminster Labour councillors received ‘a visit’ from AAM 
representatives who argued that support for the Non-Stop Picket 
‘should cease on the grounds that it is ‘non-stop’! Apparently they are 
concerned that City AA will not know when to stop! No problem—‘We 
are here till Mandela is free’. That may be too long, however, for the 
‘AAM to stomach. 


Socialist Action, who are making it their personal crusade to oppose 
‘the Non-Stop Picket, are especially keen to wipe out Merseyside Non- 
‘Stop Against Apartheid. The ‘official’ local group, Merseyside AA, =| 
which is dominated by Socialist Action, has issued a series of | 
scurrilous written statements attacking City AA and the RCG—and they 
say that City AA and its supporters are dividing the movement! 
‘Merseyside AA are putting twice as much energy (and paper) into 
fighting the Non-Stop Picket as into mobilising support for the 
struggle. 

Nonetheless, Merseyside Non-Stop Picket supporters are holding an 
‘all-day street event on 4 April, and will be coming to London on 19 April 


polling booths in Liverpool as part of the campaign against the whites- 


A group, including RCG members and supporters, WRP and DAM and 
students from Kilmarnock College travelled down from Glasgow to 


Glasgow contingent stopped in Manchester to visit Viraj Mendis in 
sanctuary. All these people are now keen to be Involved in more work 
against apartheld and against racism in Britain. They plan to attend the 
'VMDC conference, picket shops selling South African goods and 
support the 6 May campaign. 


AND THE UGLY 


‘The AAM leadership is trying to swiftly cover up the results of their 
sectarianism in Haringey AM. Once a lively, active AA group, Haringey 
‘was the victim of a leadership coup orchestrated by the AAM 
leadership In 1985 after local activists had the temerity to organise a 
party for David Kitson on the first anniversary of his release from 20 
‘years in apartheid jails. Dominic Tweedie, arch opponent of City AA, 
‘was promoted to puppet-chairman in order to impose the leadership’ 
fine. The local CP held a recrulting drive of Its members to join the AAM 
in time for the AGM which elected Tweedie as Chair. Before that he was 
hardly ever seen at a local group meeting. Haringey AA members 
became the first to suffer under the new local group constitution 

posed by the AAM. A short history of gerrymandering followed 
including suppressing the fact that a general members meeting voted 
to support the Non-Stop Picket. Tweedie, however, got too big for his 
boots and even some of his committee could no longer tolerate his 
behaviour. They are now trying to remove him as Chair, but, Marcos- 
like, he will not budge. It is unclear where Tweedie's support is coming 
from. Meanwhile the AAM are pretending that this tragic debacle is 
nothing to do with their activities. But they cannot cover up for the fact 
that a once-active AA group has been sabotaged by undemocratic 
behaviour. 


i Future court dates Seo 
RS eee |SOUTH AFRICA-BREAKING| 
April 16: Amandla and Satish. Highway |THE BRITISH CONNECTION 
ee Thursday 2 April 7.30pm 
Joel 22: Richard and Td, assault and rolmers Square, Community 
etc obstruction. Wells St. 10am Centre, 
ort 28: Dole, assault on police and lreimers Square, Euston. London Nt 
Sic under bylaws. Wells St. 10am nears tbe Euston) 
eee — 
paler Carol Brickley-Convenor of City 
Piasoes seges His Se 1?» 'AAIFRF| Editorial Board 
‘May 12: Simone, police obstruction. Video and Singers 
‘Wells Stam 


(© FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! April 1987 


‘All the best movements, all the movements that win, all the 
movements that create reyoiutions are made and led by re- 
Jects. City AA are proud tobe rejects. Carol Brickley, Convenor 
City of London Anti-Apartheid Group 

“Those of you who are here have had to make a choice... By 
Joining this march, by supporting the Non-Stop Picket, you too 
are helping to build this new movement. You too are helping to 
break the sectarian mould of British politics. Together we can 


build the kind of movement in Britain that the black people of 
Revolutionary 


‘South Africa are demanding of us.’ David Reed, 


Communist Group. 


‘On 14 March 5,000 people marched for 
Mandela. 5,000 people marched for 
fighting. active, democratic anti-apartheid 
movement. 5,000 people rejected sec- 
tarianism and stood with City AA. 5,000 
people defied the Department of Environ- 
‘mentban on marching to Trafalgar Square 
and the police ban on stopping outside the 
South African Embassy 

‘They came from all over Britain, from 
Cornwall to Dundee. For an hour and a 
half they came into Whittington Park, fill- 
ing the area. Non-Stop Picketers, youth, 
unemployed, women, black people, anti- 
apartheid activists, trade unionists, peace 
‘campaigners, anti-racists, communists, 
Socialists, gays and lesbians, antic 
deportation fighters; musicians. All man- 
nerand variety of people united by their op- 
Position toapartheid and British collabora- 
tion with apartheid 

‘Therally speechesand messages showed 
the breadth of support the march had won 
Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign, Anwar 
Dita, Broadwater Farm Defence Cam- 
paign, Justice for Stephen Shaw Cam- 
paign, Hemel Hempstead ACTT, Gypsy 
Power, Dunnes Stores. strikers, BTR 
Hangers strikers, Hatfield Main NUM, 
WRP (Workers Press), Revolutionary 
Communist Group and David Kitson 2s 
well as Carol Brickley for City Group. 

David Reed, for the Revolutionary 
Communist Group. explained the 


‘The very success of City Group's work 
has, however. provoked “an organised 
sectarian campaign. to undermine the 
Non-Stop Picket and this march today."*A 
major effon” had been made “by the of- 
ficial Anti-Apartheid Movement, not 1 
Fight apartheid, but to sabotage the major 
anti-apartheid activity taking place in this 
‘country today, 


“The only reason why South 
African coal is cheap is because 
Its paid for with the bones and 
blood and bodies of the black 
miners in South Africa ...We 
are proud to be associated with 
City AA in organising this 
demonstration to free Mandela. 
Dave Douglass, Hatfield Main 
Num 


‘Alan Barnes, BTR-Hangers, had told us 
earlier how TASS headquarters had tried 
to prevent him from coming to the march. 
‘The nationwide campaign of sabotage fail- 
ed miserably as the militant determined 
crowd in Whittington Park testified. 

David Kitson, prisoner of the apar- 


‘We've got to fight back against apartheid in South Africa and 
against apartheid against our black community in Britain. You've 
got to look at the struggle of Viraj Mendis to see what's happening 
in this country. | know that if we keep on fighting like Viraj then one 
day we'll see Nelson Mandela free.” 


Anwar Ditta 


sianificance of the Non-Stop Picket and 
the march: “The picket’s success has made 
ita mobilising focus for all those who want 
to take effective action against apartheid. 

Its broad support covering the whole of the 
‘democratic movement in Britain has tura- 
ed the Non-Stop Picket into the major anti- 


theid regime for 20 years told us about the 
struggle in South Africa: “In South Africa 
today the black people are changing their 
world by making South Africa ungover- 
rmble  andinchanging their world they 
are changing curs no.” 

Praising the Non-Stop Picket's effec- 


tiveness he described the mobilisation 
against it ofthe embassy, the police and 
the reformist and opportunist leaders of 
the British trade union movement.’ “Allof 
usstanding here today’, he said, ‘are doing 
the right thing in showing our unity in 
action." 

Carol Brickley, speaking for City 
Group. wound up the rally. Took around 
‘me today and I see lots of rejects. Rejects 
‘of Thatcher's Britain. Rejects who are g0- 
ing to take up the fight, To do that we have 
to remove a whole layer of people who 
think they have the power... They don't 
have the will to change things. That 
‘will. lies outside the traditions. that 


SMASH APARTHEID 


1 YEAR FOR 
MANDELA 


first anniversary 
of the Non-Stop Picket 


SUNDAY 19 APRIL 
outside the Embassy 


2PM —BE THERE! 
Bring daffodits 


“The only way to fight back is 
unity. Unity between everyone 
who knows the score and those 
who don't yet.’ Dominic Wall, 
Justice for Steven Shaw 


sabotage by the AM leadership and their 
allies was defeated. The boycott by the 
‘main organisations of the left failed to pre- 
‘yent 5,000 people from taking part. The 
DoE’s ban failed 10 prevent us from 
‘demonstrating at the Embassy. 

‘The success of the march proves that 
‘here isnow the beginnings of anew move- 


‘We hope that our contribution as strikers against apartheid . .. will 
help in some way to bring the end of apartheid one day 
nearer . . . We would like to commend the people who picket the 


‘South African embassy for the release of Nelson Mandel 


political prisoners.” 


Catherine O'Reilly, Dunnes Stores striker 


have been created over the last 30 years in, 
Britain in the labour movement. The will 
and the energy lie with the people who are 
determined to fight .. . We'reall proud to 
be rejects of a rotten system. It's a system 
that we're going to be destroying. 

The ‘will and energy’ was apparcat 
throughout the march. Thousands filled 
the streets of North London marching. 
chanting and singing. The large and well 
supported FRFI contingeat was testimony 


“BTR stands for oppression 
whether its in South Africa or 
Britain... 1know that 
something is drastically wrong 
when Nelson Mandela is still in 
Jail after 25 years. If the official 
Anti-Apartheid Movement is so 
‘smart why the hell is he still in? 
They haven't done the job.’ 


to the role played by the ROG in building 
this movement. 

‘When the march reached Trafalgar 
‘Square there were already nearly  thoo- 
‘sand people gathered. Soon the road out- 
Side the embassy was packed. From Dun 
cannon Street down to Northumberland 
‘Avenue, thousinds stood shoulder to 
shoulder in defiance of the Department of 
Environment's ban and the police ban on 
stopping at the Embassy. After nearly an 
hour the march moved off to the Temple. 

‘The march was 2 milestone in the 
building of 3 new movement. The 


ment on 2 national scale. In building that 
movement we will face ever more vicious 
aitacks from the opportunists but 14 
March proved that they can be defeated. 
AS this new movement grows the left will 
be forced to abandon its boycott and sec- 
tions of the organised labour movement 
will be drawn in. As David Reed said “A 
new movement isonthe march, Comeand 
join us, 


HISTORY REPEATS 


1980 Holloway Road, North London: On 
21 June police from Holloway led by an In 
Spector Gilbertson arrested four FRFI sup: 
porters at #street meeting. The police ob- 
Jectedto: 1. Collectingmoney 2. Use of the 
megaphone 3. Alleged obstruction of the 
highway 

1987 South African Embassy, Trafalgar 
‘Square: A Chief inspector Gilbertson takes 
‘over policing of the Non-Stop Picket. The 
police abject to: 1. Collecting money 2. 
Use of the megaphone 3. Alleged obstruc- 
tion of the highway. 


In 1980 the 4 FRA supporters mere acquit: 
ted of obstruction and Inspector Gilbert 
‘son was spotted reading the LSE prospec 


tus in cour, while his constables wrecked 
the prosecution case by teling contradic- 
tory lies in the witness box. As 2 parting 
shot Gilbertson remarked about FRFI: "You 
will never build anything with that paper’. 
At the time we promised that he would eat 
fis words. Seven years later, now an LSE 
waduate, C | Gilbertson clearly hasn't 
Jeamed anything. 


Picket makes 
a people’s 
arrest 


On Saturday 24 March non-stop pickes 
turned the tables on a white South atm 
racist who has been harassing us se 
December 

His usual tactic Is to accost picketen 
‘bus-stops or in tube stations and tell 
tis in theirinterests'to stay away from 
South African Embassy. In the last ws 
this intimidation has been increased s 
‘one11 March the South African, toget 
with another, apparently British man, c 
fronted a regular picketer in Charing Gr 
station and threatened him with a knife. 
Friday 13 March a group of young wor: 
‘rom the picket were passed a note in M 
<donalds teling them to ‘stay away trom 
Embassy’ 

On Saturday 21 March Lorna Reid » 
leaving the picket with 2 children, 7 
‘South African approached them and ca 
‘out with his usual ine about staying 2 
from the Embassy, Lorna says, ‘By thist 
| was fed up with this coward sku 
‘around threatening people. | stopped h 
from leaving while the children ran back 
the picket and fetched 2 comrades. 
made a citizen's arest and took him to 
WPC on duty outside the Embassy. M 
police arrived and searched him, fining 
‘twooway radio and a pair of handouts 
sald he'd bought in @ shop: 

‘When people on the picket recogris 
the racist they began to shout angry s 
gansathim. Racist scum ~ off ourstree 
The police put him in a car and leter 
this was not an arrest but ‘or his own s2 
ty; He was driven off to Cannon Row pat 
station and released 10 minutes later 
came straight back to Trafalgar Suse 
\Wes Spotted lurking in Duncaneon Stree 

This is a man who has made threats 
many picketers; he carries offensive we 
‘pons and he picks on women and chi 
What do the Metrapotitan police dc? Th 
take him into custody Yor his own prot 
ton’ and let him go straight back to mee 
bbassy whilst they pursue their enquires 

City AA activists whose ‘crime’ is tows 
‘an endto apartheid and to demonstrate 
it on the streets of London, are str 
‘searched, held aver night, sexually 
‘racially abused by the same otficers w 
treated this racist with such care and ose 
deration, ‘Nicky Renst 


6 May 
Vote to 


FREE 
MANDELA 


‘On 6 May apartheld South Africs 
will elect a white President and 
government [na white-only 

jection. 
Black people will not have the 
vote 
THE TRUE LEADERS OF SOUTH 
AFRICA ARE IN JAIL 
Join us to remind the South 
African Embassy in London and 
Mrs Thatcher in Downing Street 
that while Nelson Mandela Is in 
Jall, this election Is a fraud and 
an insult to black people 


(On 6 May VOTE MANDELA 


volunteer 
election 
For voting cards and more 
Information contact: 
Norma Kitson, Returning Officer, 
City Aa, 
BM City AA, London WCIN 3X. 


Tel: 01 837 6050 


CAMPAIGN 
ROUND-UP 


LABOUR PARTY NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
‘COMMITTEE VISITS VIRAL 

On 20 March, two members representing 
the National Executive Committee of the 
Labour Party visited Viraj Mendis in sanc- 
tuary t show their support for his fight 
against deportation and to discuss ways in 
which the NEC could practically help. Syd 
Tierney, chair of the Labour Party and 
Dina Jeuden agreed with Viraj and Father 
John Methuen that leading Labour MPs 
must raise the issue of fascist attacks in 
Parliament. In addition they agreed that 
Thatcher, Waddington and Hurd must be 
called upon to lift the deportation order 
and publicly condemn the racist attacks on 
Viraj and his supporters 


NO REST FOR WADDINGTON FROM 
voc 

The VMDC tracked down racist Wadding. 
tonagain on Friday 27 March — this time at 
‘St Albans Conservative Party, where he 
was holding a surgery on racist altacks! 
What hypocrisy from the man responsible 
for inciting the vicious attacks on the 
MDC! London VMDC and RCG wer 
there, to give Waddington a hot reception, 
‘onapicketheld by St Albans AA, support” 
ed by COHSE and the SWP. 

The St Albans comrades said that Wad- 
ington should be sent back to where he 
‘came from: but we told them that he wasn't 
welcome in London either 


LONDON VMDC TARGETS WADDINGTON 
Within an hour of hearing of the 9 March 
attack on the Church; the London VMDC 
Support Group mounted a picket of Wad- 
iington's twee lite town house, situated 
ima discreet and select south London sub 
urban square, It was LIpm at night and 
‘Waddington must have choked on his bed 
time cocoa when he heard our slogans 
iter his smug tranquility. Joined by 
members of City AA, 20 of us gave Wad: 
dington a warning that we would bound 
him non-stop vntil Via wits his 

stay. Frightened, Waddington put off the 


ground floor lights, rushed upstairs and 
peered out from behind closed curt 
Our banners left him in no doubt and he 
‘naturally immediately called the potice: 
Being rather slaw, they arrived just when 
we were planning to leave 

‘Waddington, don’t call us 
you! 


we'll call 


(MANCHESTER NUT REFUSES TO GIVE 
\VMDCA PLATFORM 

(On 11 March over 2,000 teachers aliended 
aarally inthe Free Trade Hall in Manches- 
ter. The VMDC produced a special leaflet 
detailing the connections between the rac- 
ism of immigration controls und racism in 
schools, as well as the issue of the racist 
murder of Ahmed Iqbal in u Manchester 
school last year. Despite the support of 
many teachers present, the VMDC was 
not allowed 10 address the meeting, or 
even permitted to make an announcement 

‘The VMDC urges all unti-racist teachers 
to fight against the narrow minded position 
‘of some of their local leaders who cen- 

sored the VMDC on the grounds that they 
‘were not teachers 


‘TRADE UNION SUPPORT FOR THE VMDC 
‘The VMDC wishes to thunk those meat 
bersafthelocal EETPU. who while indis- 


pute with the BBC, lifted their picket for 
the VMDC in arder to allow Brass Tacks 
to film the campaign at work. The VMDC 
also received messages of solidarity from 


trade unionists in Sweden who have 
tered to come to the conference 


* NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 


F-—ViRAJ MENDIS——} 

WILL STAY! Sa 
MSTOP ALL DEPORTATIONS 
a NOW! 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
11-12 APRIL (Starts 10am) 
CHURCH OF ASCENSION, 
HULME, MANCHESTER 


‘This conference has acquired at 
Importance since the fascist attacks on 
the VMOC and the successful campaign 
To repulse them, 500 people wil gather 
tthe Choreh to discuss the best way 
forward to secute a victory for Vira} and 
iscuss the way forward or an effective 
anti-deportation movement in 
country 


wit be 3 gathenng af 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE 
(© VIRAJ MENDIS @ A 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SANCTUARY 
MOVEMENT INTHE USA @ 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST GROUP 
‘© ANWAR DITTA @ CITY OF LONDON 
ANTEAPARTHEID GROUP @ FATHER 
JOHN METHUEN 

WORKSHOPS ON: 

1H How to organise an ant-deportation 


I The abour movement and 
nigraton controls 

he ole af the aw 

I The significance of the new visa 

TB Women and immigration contrats 


na 


‘Send in the form below to YMDC Contecance Organising Committee, c/o North Hulme 
Centre, Jackson Crescent, Manchester MIS SAL Tel: (061) 234 3168 
My orgaresation wil be tending the VMDC conf 2 


Pleasesend_ 


= 
commadation needed 


Crecheneeded(- Please enclose deta 


Home Office Minister Waddington and 
the racist press have stooped lower and 
ower'n their offensive against the 
MDE. inthe past, Waddington has 
‘attacked Vira for being a‘damn 
‘uisance’ and a ‘social security 
scrounger’. while his supporters are 
nothing more than a ‘mob .... of 
prostitutes and communists. Since 2 
March when Viraj was appointed 
Immigration and Nationality Officer for 
Manchester City Council, Waddington 
and the press have shown they are 
prepared to use any methods available 
‘to them to attack the VMDC — including 
inciting fascist terror. 


WADDINGTON’S PROPAGANDA ~ 
AND ITS RESULTS 

3March 

Waddington appears on TV and condemns 
Viraj's appointment as ‘an insult to the 
people of Manchester, when you think of 
all the people who live in Manchester 


Join the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign 


Tyne and Wear VDC Support Group 


today who could do that job . it really is 
an insult toll of them. 


4March 

Tae VMDC office receives several racist 

threatening phone calls. by people 
bby Vara being gives ayob 


Waddington and press 
incite fascist thugs 


appointment as “ludicrous” and attacks the 
City Council for being “loonies . . run 
ning the asylum 

he results of this were more racist 
phone calls to the VMDC: ‘We are going 
to kill you, you left-wing scum. If you 
think you're safe in that fucking church 
you've got another thing coming. 

(On the afternoon of 6 March Radio 
Manchester received a phone call saying 
there was a bomb in the church and that “if 
Vira} Mendis does not leave the charch 
within 30 minutes then the bomb will go 
Off and Viraj Mendis will die". The police 
‘used the bomb scare asa pretext to demand 
that Viraj leave the church. Suspecting an 
‘obvious police ploy to arrest him, Viraj 
naturally refused to leave. 


9 March 
The VMDC office receives even more 
threats: “You'renot going to get away with 
this you bastards. It's an insult that this 
Paki should be given a job. He's dead that 
Paki. 1am going to petrol bomb that 
church.” A touch more vulgar and crude, 
but the message is that given by David 
Waddington. 

The result was, on the evening of 9 
March the first serious attack on the 


13. March 
Som more rac calls: ‘Well we're going 


the bascard, you've been lucky once, 


throws packages of BNP leaflets and 
newspapers aver the Church wall 


17March 
Father John Methuen, the rector at the 
Church where Viraj is in sanctuary re 
ceives a letter from the BNP threatening 
hhim, his family and children: ‘We do not 
Tike wogs hiding in our churches, this man 
is an illegal immigrant and homosexual 
pervert, and we plant rid the world of the 
filth you support. 


19March 
“Two men enter the church in an attempt to 
attack Viraj and ‘get him out of the 
church.” They are dealt with by VMDC 
stewards, 

“Throughout this period Waddington re 
mained silent. He has refused to grant 
Viraj a work permit or lit the deportation 
order. He has also refused to condema the 
racist attacks. Just as Goebbels, the Nazi 
propagandist, incited racist pogroms 
against Jewish people, David Waddinglon 
and the racist press have given a grea 
Tight to the worst fascist scum to mount 
attacks on Vira 

is a measure of the growing signifi 
‘cance and strength of the VMDC that the 
press (s continuing its campaign relent 
Jessly. Despite knowing full well the con- 
sequences of their attacks, The Daily Star 
thas joined the witchhunt, On 24 March 
called on ‘a couple of dozen to march righy 
in, grab him (Viraj) by the tamil, put him 
‘on the next plane to Sri Lanka.’ They com- 
clude ‘NOW that REALLY would be = 


jolly ape.” 

‘Unfortunately for the ruling class and 
media hacks, the VMDC is now stronger 
‘and much better prepared to resist ganz- 
stersinspived by them. 


Above: one 
of many 
examples of 
popular 
support for 
voc 


‘These pages have been complied by: 
Eddie Abrahams, Chris Fraser, Nick 
Hill, Adrian Levy, Viraj Mendis, Sarafi 
Ricea, Virman Man, Chas and Gordon 


oT ATTACKS 


BEATEN 
BACK 


The fact that Viraj Mendis, a black communist and member of the 
Revolutionary Communist Group, has built an unprecedented range 
of broad support in his struggle against deportation has brought on 
the Vira] Mendis Defence Campaign (VMDC) the wrath of the most 
reactionary sections of British society. 


During the first two Weeks of March, the 
MDC emerged victorious from a serious 
battle against a fascist (error offeasive uo- 
leashed by Home Office Minister Wad. 
dington and sections of the racist British 
press. On2 March, Viraj was offered ajob 
bby Manchester City Council as Immigra- 
tion and Nationality Officer. Waddington 
publicly denounced the appountment as did 
1¢ Daily Express and The Si 
their cue, fascist hooligans began w 
flood of telephone and letter threats. On 
the nights of 9 and 10 March these threats 
Were translated into violent attacks oa the 
Church where Virajis insanctuary, and on 


FASCISTS ATTACK 


‘On Monday night, 9: March 
centered the Church pretendi 
YMDc from Birmingham, 
Arined with carving knives, crowbars and 

ets they attacked VMDC stew 
ards, stibbing & man in the back of the 
head, After causing extensive dam: 
the Church they were forced to flee having 
failed in their declared aim of snatching 
Viraj from sanctuary. On the- following 
night. cowards that they are, 3 masked 
racists attacked Sue, a VMDC supporter. 
‘when she was alone at home after an emer 
gency meeting to discuss the previous 
night's attacks. Sue told FRFI what hap- 
pened 


supporters 


“After the meeting I went home. A few 
minutes later there was 2 knock om the 


door, and when opened it 3 men wear 
ing balaclavas burst in. They painted 
Swastikas on the doors, smashed thi 
ty Mat and punched me_ Before leav 
ing they cut another swastika on the 
back of my hand witha razor blade say 
ing “here's something you won't for- 


sway popslar 
and leave it open to even more 


tacks, failed miscrably. Indeed 1 
site has happened. Sue. speaking 
expressed the view of the VMDC and all 
its supporters when she said: “These at- 

only made me more determined 
to support Viraj in any way lean 


tacks ha 


THE VMDC RESPONSE 
The VMDC's resp 


Waddin: es ure so Violen 
opposed 10 Viraj and the VMDC. Ai 
emergency appeal for support met with an 
werwhelming response. Within hours of 
rstattacks, more than 50 people rush 
Church. Calls for assistance with 
stewarding led to a flood of volunteers. 
Dozens of people who had not been in- 
volved in the campaign agreed to help. A 
picket was placed on the Daily Express 
whose editorial ‘Mendis must 20" preced- 
ed the First attack. 

By 1 March, the day after the anack on 
‘Sue, the VMDC and its allies scored an 
even more significant victory against the 
racists. Piccadilly Radio had invited an NF 


jpporter's wrist - carved by fascists 


io Be guest speaker on a phone-in 
ume. Together with Anti-Fascist 
Action and many other organisations, the 
\VMDC determined to puta stop a this. A 

of Radio Piccadilly was planned 
the day intensive political work 
oe. By carly evening the NUJ cha 
Piccadilly Radio held a special meet: 
Ing and agreed to withdraw their labour 
from the programme. It was cancelled. 
One of the journalists, Justin Carogxn, 
came to the Church to show his solidarity 
A major victory forall ant-racists in Man- 
chester. 

The NF'sdefeat was celebrated by atre- 
‘mendous gathering the same night at the 
(Church. Over 200 people turned up in un 
impressive demonstration of support 
Local people, students, women’s organis- 
ations. anarchists, the Jewish Society, let 
‘organisations such as Socialist Organiser, 
the Sociafist Workers Party and Workers 
Against Racism and of course Anti-Fascist 
Action whose tremendous support has 
been shown by their presence atthe Church 
ever since, In an even more significant 
development. black and white working 
class youth from the community also 
began coming to the Church to offer sup- 
to defend Vira 

By 18 March, the VMDC sealed its first 
Victory against the racists when, having 


Wreckage of Sue's fat after fascist attack 


succeeded in banning the NF from Picca- 
dilly Radio, two RCG members - Chris 
and Terry — appeared as guest speakers in 
1 phone-in on the VMDC. Over 1 million 
people listen to this Wednesday night 
phone-in and they all heard clearly the 
‘VMDC"s anti-racist and anti-immigration 
control mnessage. These developments and 
successes are « mensure of the VMDC's 
political work and its methods of organisa- 
tion and political work. 


THE WAY FORWARD 


‘The Home Office, Waddington, the racist 


pressand their fascist friendshave declared 
their determination to expel Viraj with 
whatever means they have available — the 
Jaw, the court, the police and their unoff 
ial terror squads. The Siar is leading the 
baying pack, openly inciting its racist 
readers to attack the Church and"kidnap 
Viraj. Waddington has also rejected ap- 
peals from the Bishop of Manchester who 
‘brought to his attention the Amnesty Tnter- 
national statement and other evidence of 
gathering support for Vira Itis clear th 
the ruling class is determined not to con- 
cede. Much is at stake A success for the 
IDC would open the prospect of a ma: 
jor and powerful campaign against all 
deportations and immigration controls. It 
is therefore the duty of all socialists and 
trade unionists, anticracisis and anti 
fascists to focus new on mobilising t0 win 


= this strugele 


‘The VMDC's democratic and non- 
sectarian structure has allowed it suecess 
fully to counter both state and fascist at- 
tacks and marks a significant step forward 
im the struggle. The RCG recognises the 
qualitative step forward that the VMDC 
hhas made in uniting an extraordinarily 
wide range of forces to defend black 
ccomnunist from deportation. The national 
conference on 11/12 April “Viraj Mendis 
Will Stay! Stop All Deportations Now! 
will discuss the practical and political prob- 
Jems involved in winning Vieaj’s Fight to 
stay. It will also deal with the issues of 
building @ nation-wide anti-deportation 
movement. That is the task ahead for the 
socialist movement in this country. The 
RCG is fighting for such a movement. We 
call upon all individuals and organisations 
that are opposed to racism and immigra- 
tion controls ta join usin this fight. 


DETAINEES TO BE HELD 
IN PRISON HULKS 


0n 11 March, Douglas Hurd announced 
that the Home Office has been bargain- 
ing with Sealink British Ferries to pur- 
chase the MV Ear! Wiliam, a 3700 ton 
car ferry. Douglas Hurd wants the ferry 


RAJWINDER SINGH 
DEFENCE CAMPAIGN 


After 7 weeks in sanctuary support for 
Rajwinder Singh is growing. Inspite of 
attempts by Geoff Lawler, Tory MP, to 
divide the community all the Sikh Tem. 
ples in Bradford have rallied to Rajwind. 
er and his family. Sikn temples and 


anti-Tamil repression 


‘The Sri Lankan government has intensified military operations 
against the Tamil people and liberation movement. Hoping to starve 
and crush the 800,000 Tamils on the Jaffna peninsula, President 


‘not for the purpose of cruising Home Of- 
fice ministers and other social undesir- 
ablesaround the Hebridean coast but to 
serve as a floating. immigration detent- 
Jon centre for refugees and immigrants 
refused entry into Britain, This ferry, ke 
its sister ship the Heraid of Free Enter- 
prise, volved in the Zeebrugge disas- 


Christian groups such as the Cath 
Commission for Peace and Justice and 
the Reading Religious Society of 
Friends have also extended their sup- 
Port. Minister of deportations, David 
Waddington, tried to undermine the 
‘campaign by making the incredible ‘of 
fer" that if Rajwinder leaves sanctuary 


Jayewardene has imposed a blockade on the supply of fuel and other 
essential commodities. At the beginning of March, the Sri Lankan alr 
force conducted raids on Tamil areas hitting hospitals and homes. In 
the villages of Vaivetty, Valvettiturai and Uduppiddy, buildings in 
which children had taken refuge were systematically bombed. At Nai- 
nativu, 35 passengers were butchered when hit by a bomb. in 
another incident 32 fishermen from Gurunagar were also gunned 


ter, has in-built engineering errors. Yet 
the government is only too pleased to 
place 300-400 black people within its 
Dowels, 

The ienmigration service citing both 
‘eck of immigration detention accom 
modation and the large ‘influx’ of black 
visitors described the fey as “deat 
holds up to 400 beds — the rec 
ent of the number of back 
sermigration service are already 
egentry 


‘and the country, he can then reapply for 
entry from India. This ‘offer’ was re 
jected outright by the family and the 
fight continues. 

‘Send messages of support and dona- 


‘ons to Rajwinder Singh, c/o Gurunanak 
Temple, Wakefield Road, Bradford 
payable to Rajwinder Singh 
Campaign), Come to campaign 
y Wednesday at 7pm at 
starrer information ring 


down. 

‘Sri Lanka now speads 
ints genocidal war against the Tamil peo 
ple. The World Bank, International Mone- 
lary Fund and imperialist governments 
channel financial assistance through the 
Sri Lankan Aid Consortium, allowing the 
Purchase of arms and ammunition from 
Israel, South Africa and other reactionary 
‘regimes. Britain supplies tanks, helicopter 
gunships and patrol boats. In addition, 
‘ith Thatcher's blessings, the now notor- 
fous “merc supply service KMS. 


Keay Meeny Services) has been invaly 
od im setting up and training Sri Lanks’s 
brutal Special Task Force. Some 60 of 
them have walked out having no stomach 
left forthe atrocities meted out by the mon- 
ster oftheir own creation: the Special Task 
Force. 

‘Tamil guerrillas are fighting back with 
determination. The defence of the city of 
Jaffna itself is co-ordinated mainly by the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE): 
the Tigers run their own schools, farms 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT MPERALISI > 


‘and factories, with their own postal service 
and system of x collection. Policing is by 
the Tamils themselves, with Peace Com- 
mittees” set up to administer justice: no in- 
formers or collaborators are tolerated. 

For the Tamil liberation fighters nego- 
ations will nt be on the agenda until their 

conditions are met= the end of restric- 
‘aon on foe! and fishing supplies; the with- 
drawal of the 1979 Prevention of Terroe 
ism Act, and the release of 3,000 Tama 
youth detained under the Act 

‘While conducting genocidal war against 
‘he Tamil people, Jayewardene is pursing 
am cqually relentless campaign azar 
Sinhalese people who support the Taxi 
Iiberation struggle. At the end of March, 
the trial began of 13 people (10 of them 
Sinhalese) accused of conspiracy to over 
throw the state. The Sri Lankan govers- 
‘ment, deemed democratic by those wine 
‘wish to deport Viraj back to Sri Lani. 
in fact nothing more than 2 fascist saoge 
defending the interests of impersaism and 
its own ruling class, 


Reagan salvaged 


Im the midst of the lies and incompetence, the farrago of shredded 
documents, a alled suicide attempt and an outbreak of amnesia, _ 
ingate re 


have been the Reagan administration's response to the 
lations, the Tower Commission had two vital objectives for the Us 
bourgeoisie. The Presidency, having been reined in, and all-but scup- 
pered, had to be saved If serious damage to the power of the US state 
‘was to be avolded, and the debate on US foreign policy had to be cut- 
short before it brought into question the whole basis of US 
imperialist objectives and methods. Reagan finally got the message 
and complied, ‘I endorse every one of the Tower Board's recom- 
mendations.” 
The US state is the executive body of the 
US bourgeoisie, it eannot act above and 
beyond the interests of that bourgeoisie 
Reagan's band of business cronies and 
adventurers have been ushered off stage 
With the appointment of Howard Baker as 
White House Chief-of-Staff, the US ruling 
class has decided that if thereis going to be 
‘any delegating it will be to representatives 
of their choosing, not to characters drawn, 
from the President's favourite callection 
of eomic books; ‘I have also directed that 
any covert activity be in support of clear 
policy objectives and in compliance with 
in values’. Reality and not 
the balance of class forces and 
vot fantasy will guide their policy for the 
reinainder of Reagan's presidency 
The 20 March issue of the New York 
Times provides evidence that covert oper 
tions against Nicaragua have not been 
sbanwloned, only now they are firmly inthe 
sndsof the CIA. The CIA isproviding the 
vatras with precise information on Nic 
araguan dams, bridges, electrical substa- 
Sons, port facilities and telephone ex- 
2 ; floorplans and. blue- 
pring have been supplied ready for a 
spring offensive’, Such CIA involvement 
s reminiscent of 1984 when they mined 
Nicaniguan harbours before the Congres- 
sonal ban drove Reagan to emplay North, 
and his network of auxiliary organisa 
tions. 
Disgustingly, the now Democrat-con- 


‘$40 million instalment of $100 million 
‘military aid to the contras. In May. 50,000 
US servicemen will take part in exercise 
Solid Shield around the borders of 
Nicaragua, timed to coincide with the 
spring offensive’. The US ruling class is 
united on the need to destroy the Sandinista 
government. Neither North's vor 

dexier’s testimony will change that 


trolled Senate voted through the final Wiearaguan peasants carry victims of Contra @7Tor 


Aquino-Army alliance 
: 


IRANGATE 


Thatcher’s collusion exposed 


When US President Reagan addressed the British Houses of Parlia- 
ment in July 1982 and called for a ‘world crusade for freedom against 
communism’ he received a standing ovation. He must have been Im- 
pressed with his reception, for the Tower Report on the Irangate af- 


fair shows how deeply the British government and Its mercenary ay 


pendages were drawn into the ‘crusade’, Today, while two EI 
Salvadorean revolutionaries languish in British gaols, the British ar- 


against NPA and left 


“The answer to the terrorism of the left and the right is not social and 
economic reform, but police and military action.’ President Corazon 
Aquino addressing troops at the Philippine Military Academy. 22 
March 1987. 


A Pepsi-Cola sign hung above the altar as armed forces chief General 
Ramos held Mass and distributed chicken dinners on the first 
anniversary of the downfall of the Marcos regime. Pepsi-Cola helped 
sponsor the celebrations. Imperialism is generally satisfied with the 
Aquino government's performance, thus fa 


Two snt-communist vigilantes inthe Philippines 


(On 8 February the National Democratic 
Front representatives announced the end- 
ing of the 60 day ceasefire. Within a week 
the vote oa the constitution brought 80 per 
cent support for six more yea 
Aquino’s presidency. Set against a hack 
ground of three military 
‘coups it was more a vole against fascist 
destabilisation than for the content of the 
constitution. However, the vote reaffirm- 
ed Aquino’s legitimacy, and, critically. 
she bestows that legitimacy upon the 
While Aquino milks every last drop of 
popularity with promises of further 
democracy and lap reform, she: is 
presiding over a determined imperialist 
‘onslaught against the mass organisations 
‘whose strugele undermined the Marcos 
regime. Even while the ‘peace-talks’ were 
in progress a stream of mercenaries and 
‘counter-insurgency’ experts fied into the 
Philippines. Professor Roy Prosterman of 
the University of Washington has been 
‘drafted in to direct the fand reform pro- 
gramme. Prosterman's expertise was 
deployed in. Vietnam during Operation 
Phoenix, a ‘strategic hamlet’ programme 
which took 40,000 lives. He was later 
assigned 10 El Salvador during the early 
1980s. Some 35,000 people were murder- 
ed, 75 per cent of them peasants, accord- 
ing to the UN Commission on Human 
Rights, while Prosterman served as chi 
agricultural adviser tothe junta. Soldier of 
Fortune magazine has running 
adverts for mercenaries to goo the Philip- 
pines, the British firm KMS Lad is 
reported tn have sent ex-SAS men into the 
country. and Major General Jobn~K 
Singlaub, who collaborated with Cofone! 
(Oliver North to fund the Nicaraguan con- 
tras, has also surfaced in the Philippines. 
‘Alongside these developments News- 


my is training a El Salvadorean officer at Sandhurst military college. 


week magazine revealed. that Presi 
dent Reagan has recently authorised an 
escalation of CIA activity in the Philip- 
pines. A dozen agents have been added 10 
the CIA station strength of 115, their 
‘operational instructions are said to include 
‘aerial reconnaissance and covert political 
activity 

Tn the area around Davao City, Min- 
danao island, the first results of the 
counter-revolutionary drive are visible 
Twenty three thousand peasants have been 
driven from their villages to seek refuge in 
churches and schools. In Davao City 
itself, the military has moved onto the 
streets in force, while an armed gang. Alsi 
Masa (people arise), is directed jointly by 


the military and one Juan Pala against 
thase suspected of being sympathetic to the 
communists, Pala uses the local radio 10 
target suspects. He claims inspiration 
from Goebbels and Hitler, The tactic of or 
chestrating death squads to empty the 
cities of revolutionary forces was, uscd. 
successfully by imperialism in El 
Salvador. 

‘Aquino has issved an onder disbanding 
the notorious Civilian Heme: Defence 
Force, auxiliary gangs, but has done 
nothing to prevent {he construction of 
these ney, more lethal, formations. Her 
usefulness to imperialism depends upon 
her being able to represent a middle-way 
between fascist repression and revolu- 
tionary change. This illusion requires that 
Aquino book distances herself from the 
barbarity of counter-revolutionsry war 
nd presents the prospect of real advances 
forthe masses. 

‘Such prospects do not exist. The foreign 
debt of $27.8 billion will result in a net 
capital outflow of $1.1 billion this year. 
Debt service repayments consume’ over 
half the foreign - currency earnings. 


Already 88 per cent of Filipino familie 
Tive below the total poverty threshold. The 
last shreds of People's Power will be tom 
from Aquino. The estimated strength of 
the New People's Army has grown by 
2.00010 24,000 over the past year. Itishit- 


TREVOR RAYNE 


Teagan fas had no greater ally mis war- 
drive agninse Nicaragua and Central 
America than the Thatcher government 
Fight Racism! Fight imperil has reg 
ularly reported on British support forthe 
wear against the Sandinista since Th 
hers adviser, Sir Alfred Sherman, met 
with conta leaders In 1983. ‘The Tower 
Report reveals thal three British secur 
finns, KMS Lid, Faleonstar and Interac, 
all manned by exSAS officers, were each 
approached fo give covert support tothe 
contra operations. Claiming an exclusive, 
the Landon Daily News sid it had uncov- 
ted ihe real ientty of KMS and itrade 
Fight Racton! Fig Imperialism! vealed 
that idemty, Keeny Meeny Service, is 
Tocation and role as an auxiliary (0 the 
Brtsh state in FREED in June 1986 

‘London Daily “News. investigations 
reveal that liver Nomh visited London in 
1984, Theis groupof KMS merenaries 
flew out w Cental America in mk-1985 
A total of 50 men were eventually depo 
ea, assigned to tan the contra ad 
Supply mission, KMS is run by ex-SAS 
offers; Felconsiar and Intersee, were 
dissolved and taken over by Major Alas 
air Morrison, SAS commander athe 
1980 Irananembassy siege. These organ 
Satons hive frequently been used by the 
Foreign Office for ‘plausibly deniabe” 
operations, such as in Omin and. Sti 
Danka, where overt Bish mii ine 
tervenion would be politically emba- 
rassing 

‘Baroness Young, for the Foreign Of 
fice, has denied allegations tha KMS were 
acting with government approval, Mar: 
fat Thatcher has refused 0 comment on 
fer association with Major Waller, the 
head of KMS. However, Fight Racism! 
Fight Inperatsm! is well aware of Mrs 
Thatcher's inmate Links wih specialists 
in covert operations, Alfred Sherman is 4 
former “speechwriter” for ‘Thacher, 
others who have provided this service in 
clude Robert Moss and Sir Robert Thomp- 
son, Moss was on the Comite of 40 
tsvigned to overthrow the Allene regime 
in Chile. His services have since been 
trmployed. variously in Latin Ameria, 
nobly forthe Uruguayan government in 
ite war aginst he Tupamaros” According 
tothe Red Cross 85,000 people have been 
tortured and over 3.000 have disappeared 
from Uruguay since 1973, 300,000 have 
fled the county, Thompson helped devise 
Operation Phoenix in Vietnam which 
rested in. 40,000 deaths. Moss. and 
“Thompson are CIA contac 

The Observer has disclosed that on 15 
February 1986 British merchant ship, the 
Silver Sed, was loaded at Souhangtan 
wih niformns, Jeeps, bosts, and. com 
Thunication systems and et sil for Cota 
Rica. Storms forced it to pull ino the 
French port of Brest, The ship's chief o- 
ficer says thatthe cargo was destined for 
the contras with British government per- 
tission, The ship was hired for six such 

Most significantly, the Tower Report 
discloses tht on 26 March 1986, Oliver 
Novthstemped to obtain Blowppe aun- 
hers and surface-to-air mistles from 
Shorts of Belfast. The British government 
ha fused to given pant that wl 
fot supply these weaponsto the US for use 
Cisewher or forne-opply 

Following upon these revelations the 
Labour MP George Foulkes has accused 
“Thatcher of necting with North in Down- 
ing Siret and Tisising with former CTA 
Director Willian Casey onthe soppy of 
the missiles. The Foreign Office has re 
jected his all foram ingiry into That 
¢her'spartin range. She denies meeting 
‘vith North, The British government is 
raging war agalast the Nicaraguan 
people 


INTERNATIONAL 


‘Cows have cantered through Barcelona 
milk and wine have flowed down 
rid avenues and tractors have blocked 


| many a main road as farmers protested 
gainst milk quotas and 


addicts have banged 
tation, de- 
action against push- 


.cepans outside a police 


ren have surre 
satoumbered by fi 

who had kidnapped 
director for the day. This w 


‘includ 
hospi 
The Economist, 28 March }987 


Just nine months ago Socialist Party (PSOE) Prime Minister, Felipe Gonzalez was returned to power with £4 per cent of the 
vate, Spain had joined the EEC at the beginning of 1986 and NATO in March. With the help of a few dirty tricks ‘Felipe’ had 
‘conjured up visions of wealth and plenty safeguarded by democracy and got his way. Now the tricks are useless and the vi- 
‘sions gone. In their place Is a savage attack on living standards, with 2 government imposed 5 per cent wage ceiling, fac- 
tory closures, and the systematic impoverishment and dispossession of peasants and farmers. Ail this against 2 
background of the highest unemployment in Western Europe, 21 per cent, 3 million people. 

Military spending has practically doubled since the PSOE came to power in 1982. Over the past year the share of wages 
‘in the national income has fallen by 6 per cent, while that of profits has risen by the same amount. In Spain they say ‘The 
poorer the people get the more banks there are. 

‘None have experienced the bitter reality of Gonzalez's deceptions more than the youth, (half ofall those aged 16-24 are 
‘out of work) and the Basques. It's thelr struggies, the youth against the rotten education system and for a future, and the 
‘Basque people against repressive legislation and for democracy and national liberation, that show the way for the working 
class to fightback and win. 


Herri Batasuna traps 
PSOE government 


Below we continue publication of _ machinery of repression was put 
notes from our correspondent in _ into operation. in scenes reminis- 
Palestine (see February FRF166). cent of Ireland or South Africa, 

Following massive protests by our correspondent describes the 
Palestinian youth in Gaza against experience in an ‘Israeli’ military 
the murder of 2Gazan students camp used as a detention centre. 


on 5 December 1986, the Zionist 


Israeli repression 
in the Gaza 


‘Two hundred and fifty people were arrested during the week, the ma- 
jority being aged between 13-18. In the military camp they were sev- 
erely beaten with sticks and rifle butts. Gazans began referring to the 
‘camp as ‘Ansar No2’ after the notorious ‘Israeli’ detention centre in 


Herr) Batasuna (HB) cleverly outman- 
‘ceuvred the Government at every step ina 
whole process of judicial proceedings to 
‘enable a remand prisoner, elected MP for 
HB in the November elections to the Bus- 
que Parliament to present a speech as 
‘candidate for the Presidency. After only 
sinall rumblings amongst establishment 
politicians when Juan Carlos Yoldi was 
elected on 30 November nnd when he was 
‘granted temporary leave from prison to 
‘present him credentials as MP in Vitoria, 
Euskadi, there was uproar when HB then 
‘nominated him as their candidate for the 
Presidency, 


‘The stage was set and the establishment 
politicians were trapped. Yoldi is on re- 
‘mand, accused of being.a member af ETA. 
According (0 the very laws the Madrid 
Government s0 lovingly calls to mind 10 
ovake its idea of 'democracy', Yold 

‘nocent uatit proven guilty, and as suck 
possession of all the rights ofa normal citi 
zen. He was therefore “legally” entitled to 
be candidate to the Presidency, despite all 
the caraged and ironically anti-Constitu- 
tional gibberings of the PSOE, (Socialist 
Party). Important members of the PSOE 
‘went as far as denouncing HB's candidate 
‘as aterrorist, only ¢o be reminded by press 
and judges alike that according to the Cs 
stitution that the PSOE itself supported, 
Yoldi was as innocent as themselves, and 
‘one liberal newspaper dared term Vice 
President Alfonso Guerra ‘anti-democrat- 
ic" given his declarations concerning HE'S 
candidate, Whilst the Right in generat call- 


cd for legal reforms, conservative Basque 
nationalists wisely estricted themselves 
accepting the legal decisions of the rele 
‘vant Courts, presumably to avoid loss of 
ace with their electorate, 

‘Additionally, as no obstacles had been 
placed to Yollis first prison transfer 10 
sign his credentials 2 month ago, the Bas- 
que Parliament now found itself obliged, 
by logic and legat coherence alone, 10 ac 
‘cept the second transfer request for the 
‘opening session of the Basque Parliament 
(on 26 February. A last desperate attempt 
by the State Attorney General, based on 
technical matters of wording in HB's 
transfer request, aimed at preventing 
Yoldi’s appearance, was unanimously re- 
jected by the relevant Cour. 

I was a tiumph for the patient struggle 
by nidical Basque nationalists to get the 
message of the real alternative to current 
‘Basque politics heard and accepted as a 
real democratic choice. Italso gives addi- 
tional meaning to HB's much publicised 
decision to attend the Basque Parliament 
‘only when tactically appropriate. given 
their profound disagreement with the ac- 
(wal Jegal situation of the same. 

This was just one of these occasions and 
Yoldi was legally entitled one and a half 
hours in which to pronounce HB’s elec- 
toral programme to the four corners of the 
earth (over 200 journalists and TV 
reporters were present from both the Span- 
‘sh State and abroad), and tothe full house 


‘of Basque politicians. Significantly, only 
José Maria Benegas, General Secretary 
for PSOE in Eusakdi, abseated himself 
during Yoldi's speech, arguing that no re- 
‘mand prisoners should be allowed in Parl- 
ament, and unable it seems to perform the 
very democratic practice he preaches of 
tolerance and co-existence within the 

‘Yoldi used his one and 2 half hours to 
calmly but forcefully denounce the grave 
situation of Basque politcal prisoners in 
‘Spanish jails, and to outline HB's propos: 
als for a future Buskadi in four broad 
themes: 2 Basque-orientated economy. 
‘complete priority for the development of 
Basque culture and language in education, 
and other cultural spheres, political nezo- 
tiation between ETA and the Spanish ar- 
my, and the reunification of all Basque 
territories. currently divided between two 
regional governments in the Spanish State 
and one in France 

‘The power and self-discipline of Yoldi, 
at 24 years of age-and subject to tremen- 
‘dos psychological and physical pressure 
during his recent transfers from prison to 
prison, is a tribute tothe determination of 
those fully aware of the nced to radically 
alter the path of Basque politics in order10 
realistically fulfil the hopes of their peo- 
ple. Today Yoldiis in prison again. But his, 
‘message will have given new courage o all 
those involved inthe long, hard struggle to 
‘construct 2 new Euskadi, and will have 
reached the ears of all those fighting for a 


‘NEW’ PLAN FOR 


LEBANON 


In the 5 weeks since Syrian troops o 
cupied West Beirut, Amal’ war againstthe 
Palestinian camps continues unabated. 
Amal, Syria's main bourgeois ally in 
Lebanon, stil encircles the camps Bom- 
bbarding them regularly with heavy atllery 
and sniper fire, Amal milias are also 
Preventing free access of food and 
medical supplies. 

Dr Pauline Cutting and 2 nurses working 
in Bour abBarajneh wrote to Medical Aid 
{or Palestinians: 


‘Despite reports to the contrary, 
we remain under siege after 136 
days. in the last 3 weeks, 9 women 
and 3 girls have been shotand killedand 
more than 30 wounded,” 


in Shatitia too. conditions remain 
desperate. Hunger remains widespread. 
Pregnant women are suffering spon- 
taneous abortions and people are fainting 
due to weakness from hunger. As piles of 
rubble grow, packs of rats are thriving and 
attacking children in the camps 

‘Syria intervened in West Beirut on 22 
February in order to smash a developing 
atiance between progressive Lebanese 
forces and the Palestinian resistance. 
‘Since then, President Assad has anniounc- 
0 that his main bourgeois allies among 
the Musiim community have agreed on a 
“new plan ta ‘end the civil war’. Phalangist 


President Gemayel and the Phatangist 
mila — the Lebanese Forces - have also 
aiven backing to this plan 

Under any circumstance sucha pian has 
Witually no chance of success. The op- 
pressed Lebanese masses will not accept 
yet another proposal for a sectarian div 
sion of power and spoils among the 
ourgeoisie. Such schemes nave no 
hance of success whatsoever whilst the 
Palestinian resistance and the Lebanese 
progressive forces remain in positon 
Thus Assad continues to oversee Amals 
war to destroy and disarm the Palestinian 
camps as a frst step towards imposing 
2 counter-evolutionary sectarian 
settement. Eddie Abrahams 


Correction: We apologise to Dr Paine Cutting 
{forreteringtoher, mou March Exta, 3s an 
‘use. She sin facta surgeon. 


‘South Lebanon. 

‘One of the detainees held here from 9-14 
December told me that there were on 
average 45 people in his room measuring 
‘about 8 metres by 5 metres. They had only 
‘5 mattresses between them and 1 blanket 
Torevery 2 people. He was beaten for 3 or 
hours before being taken toa room where 
other detainees were sleeping. “Iwastaken 
toroom 3. The blindfold was removed and 
| was handcuffed again, this time with my 
‘hands in front. On the way fo the room, the 
beating was continuous. One of the 
soldiers kicked me inlo the room and T 
fell.’ The following day “we were ordered 
0 stand up and sit down, over and over 
again. Four detainees were made to stand 
with their faces to the wall, A soldier 
began to shout ‘come here, you!" without 
using names. So some turned round and 
were beaten immediately. When I and my 


EMERGENCY APPEAL 


Lebanon refugee 
camps still under 
siege 


‘Medical Ad for Palestinians - a registered 
charity doing tremendous work nthe 
‘camps have issued an urgent appeal for 
funds. 


‘We urge all readers to send donations im- 
‘mediztely. Cheques or POs payable to: 
‘Medical Aid for Palestinians. Send to: MAP, 
‘2A Enford Street, London WIH 106 


friend protested they beat usas well.” 
Tn another incident, the same person 
woke up at night when he heard a boy ey 
ing. ‘Isaw one ofthe soldiers with 2 13 or 
‘year-old boy. I raised my head and sew 
that he had a Knife at the toy"s chest ~ 
Another detainee reported that 2 13 year 
‘old boy was savagely beaten. He was ery- 
ing out “I'm dying” and the soldier was 
‘replying ‘I'l beat you to death.” 
Detainees. we spoke fo told us of the 
psychological war they fell was beime 
waged againstthem, K told us ‘the soldiers 
insulted us and accused us of throwing 
siones, all the time beating us. They 
threatened to shoot us and one soldier took 
up position and prepared himself as if 
shoot us, The other kind of pressure they 
brought on us concerned water to drink 
and going to the toilet, The later was 
especially difficult. The toilet was 2 holes 
in the ground. Two detainees had 10 30 
together and wt least 2 soldiers stood over 
them, justin front of them with their euns 
Loyalty tothe PLO is unquestionable In 
Noxeirat Camp on 10 December, Palesti- 
nian flags were flown on telephone Wires 
and students tied together red and black 
efiyas (scarves) red for the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine and 
black for Al Fateh — symbolising the unity 
in their own ranks and implicitly deman- 
ding the same from the outside leadership. 
Don't believe anyone when they say the 
people of Gaza support Jordan's options or 
‘autonomy’, its 100% wrong. Nothing 
like that will ever be accepted. The longer 
the occupation goes on the more determin 
4 people become in their desire to return 
to their homeland, no matter how difficult 
that may seem. The idea of Palestine is 
firmly rooted and a part of the people's 
consciousness and imagination. In every 
‘conversation T have had, Thave never met 
anyone who will accept any kind of com 
promise with ‘Israel’ which is seen 2s 
‘walking hand in hand with the US 
Inthe otherwise heavily controlled Gaza 
Strip, these demonstrations gave an injes- 
tion of confidence to the Palestinians. Ow 
the same day as flags were hung from 
telephone wires, the students sealed off the 
Noseirat camp to the ‘Israeli’ army with 
makeshift roadblocks. That day. the camp 
‘was called ‘the Republic’ and “Liberaios 
Palestine’. Maybe the authorities thowshe 
they had Gaza tamed, but the opposite 
true Gaza is alive and kicking, bot = 
chooses its moments, that’s al. 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! Ari 1957 25 


PRISONERS FIGHT BACK 


[EMBARRASSED TORIES WANT ‘RE-DRAFT" 
4 report written by Sir James Hennessy 

HIM Chief Inspector of Prisons, on the 
prison protests of 30 April 1986, has prov 

21 t0 be “too politically sensitive" for the 
Tories inv an election year. This is not 2 
exvernment report but one from 3 so-cal: 

fd independent body - the Inspectorate of 
Prisons. Unfortunately for the Tories, the 
ort has severely criticised the role of 
ison officers in the protests and they 
want re-write 


REMAND PRISONERS IN SQUALOR 
Over 360 people are being held on remand 
mn police and court cells - 80 of these are 
‘women inthe South East alone. These cells 
sre windowless, damp and below ground, 
The prisoners are locked up for 24 hours a 
day. One woman, Maxine Seaman, now in 
Holloway, who had been moved from one 
police cell to another for 5 months, didn’t 
see daylight for two and a half weeks. 
Nearly 4 years ago Leon Brittan, then 
Home Secretary, promised- that the 
government would stop the use of police 
cells by the end of 1983. The promise last 
ed for 2 days into 1984 and since then the 
numbers have risen steadily. 

Twenty women are being held in cells at 
Highbury Corner magistrates court, Lon- 
don, because of overcrowding at Hallow: 
sy. There isno natural light in the cells, the 
electric light is Kept on all the time and 
there are no exercise facilities, The dis~ 
tress caused to the prisoners has led to one 
‘woman mutilating herself and another 
smeared shit on the walls of her cl. 


PRISONERS SPEAK OUT 


Two regular readers of FREL have told ws 
ofthe continuing repression they and other 
prisoners are facing. John Schofield in 
‘Wakefield jail has been subjected 10 
systematic abuse from the governor and. 
Os and Dave Richards in the Scrubs has 
‘endured non-stop harassment from ‘the 
hugs in blue’ 

‘On 16 February John tried to post a letter 
tos. At 4pm a PO informed him that his 
Jetier had been stopped. He demanded to 
see the governor who denied this - despite 
se fact that he had the letter in his hand 30 
ours afer posting! The governor's ‘prob- 
Jem’ became clear when he asked John 
who FRFI was. 

‘Since then, the POs have practiced “a 
sew form of harassment” on John. “For- 

sting’ to let him slop out after meats and 
Forgetting" to let him goto the library. On 
see morning John heard the rest of the 
‘nding being opened up, but by 6.15pm 
be had still not been allowed to slop out or 
ext water. So he started to ring the alarm 
bell and when 6 POs came he demanded to 
betaken toa strip cell ‘until the harassment 
stopped’ 

His action forced the Assistant Govern- 
‘orto ensure he was treated the same as the 
other prisoners. But, he was charged with 
‘assault on a PO and for ringing the alarm 
tell. He lost total of six weeks remission 

ghiting for basic rights. 

Dave was accused by the govemor at 
Albany of being “subversive, a trouble 
smaker and anti-authority". (In other words 
standing up for his and other prisoners’ 
the system can't handle solid- 


Jie down (solitary 
works and 
Albany 
_ 


"There are now 49,000 prisoners in prisons 
designed to hold 41,000, Leeds prison has 
206% overcrowding: Birmingham 190% 
Pentonville 160%; Liverpool 152%: 
Wormwood Scrubs 139%; Wandsworth 
122%. Thousands of prisoners are held in 
filthy conditions, crammed three to a cell, 
Jocked up for 20 or more hours 2 day 
denied work and exercise. 

“Hurd has no proposals to deal with any 
‘ofthis. The prison population is rising by 
some 300 week - anew prison the size of 
‘Wandsworth would have to be built every 
‘month just to keep up. Hurd’ fraud would 
simply reduce the population for the dura- 
tion of the election. Thereafter we would 
bbe quickly back to the present situation 

‘The so-called opposition, led by Kin- 
rock, has no proposals either for bringing 
2 real and lasting reduction in the prison 
population. Having climbed aboard the 
law and order bandwagon, Kinnock is not 
about to jump off in support of the prison- 

Prisoners and their suporters have to 
‘organise themselves to demand real im- 


TERRY O'HALLORAN 


provement and not cynical frauds. Over 
the years prisoners have put forward 
demands which would immediately 
reduce the prison population: 50% rem- 
ission and reform ofthe parole system in 
particular. FRFY says let those who claim 
to support civil liberties and democratic 
rights campaign now for an emergency 
programme 
© Immediate implementation of SO% 
remission in England, Scotland and Wales 
‘© Immediate restoration of parole rights 
taken away by Leon Brittani 1983 
Immediate implementation of autom- 
atic annual parole review for life sentence 
prisoners 
"© Immediate across the board reductions 
inmaximum sentences 
Prisoners should no longer allow self- 
styled defenders of civil rights, Labour 
politicians and trade union leaders ro get 
{ay with occasional expressions of con- 


Hurd’s early 
release fraud 


Home Secretary, Douglas Hurd, has proposed using his powers of ex- 
ecutive release to free 6,000 short-term prisoners to ease prison 
‘overcrowding. This move has nothing to do with any concern for 
prisoners. Hurd fears an outbreak of rioting in the packed prisons dur- 
ing the run up to the general election. Hurd’s move is a cynical fraud. 


MOST PRISONERS IN EEC 


Figures for 1 September 1986 show that 
the United Kingdom has the highest 
number of peisoners, both absolutely and 
iy, of any country in the EEC. 
‘The UK had 53,973 prisoners (95.3 per 
100,000 of the population). West Ger- 
many was the nearest rival in total 
‘population st 53,619. Luxembourg was 
{the nearest rival proportionally with 88.5, 
prisoners per 100,000 ofthe population, 
‘The UK imprisons proportionally nearly 
twice as many people as the Twenty Six 
‘Counties and nearly three times as many 
as Greece and Holland. 


© In Leeds prison theres one bath for every 
216 prisoners: ane urinal tor every 17 prison 
‘rs: nly 259 prisoners (20%) have any work; 
{600 prisoners (26%) spend more then 20 
ours 2 day eked in ther cells. 

‘© in Wormwood Serubs there's one bath for 
‘every 351 prisoners. one urinal for every 15; 
‘nly 470 prisoners (33%) have work 

© in Wendaworththereis one bath for every 
11 prisoners: 648 (42%) have work; 2.100, 
(71%) spend more then 20 hours a day ioc 
din theircels 


THE CONDITIONS 


More egg on Hurd's face this month 
‘over the continuing failure of the 
prison authorities to present remand 
prisoners in court. A prisoner at 
Brixton jail, Raymond Savoury, was 
prevented 5 times from appearing in 
a London magistrates court, Hurd 
was forced to apologise to the High 
Court for Savoury's non-appearance. 


given the chance to express themselves in 
any other way? Certainly not in Peterhead.” 

Since the protests, all the leaders have 
been held in the notorious Inverness 
Cages. The Cage consists of a concrete 
box, seven paces by five paces. The front 


cem’. Prisoners, and their supporters, 


should demand real action now. 


of thebox has bars, On the public’ side isa 
passage about one pace wide. The prisoner 
is left in there for 24 hours a day, Since 


During the Peterhead trial, 2 statement 
from John Cant Smith was read out. It 
sid, “Can anyone ever understand the 
horrors of prison without being part of it, 
feeling the anxieties, knowing the help- 
lessness, living in isolation? Prison life 
does nol provide the creative correction 
‘and training needed for aman to be able to 
‘make a new beginning on the outside. In- 
stead, it is geared to use men as labour, 


Ten years for protest 


‘The state is taking revenge on the leaders of the rooftop prison pro- 
tests at Saughton, Peterhead and Barlinnie. Andrew Walker, William 
Ballantyne and John Cant Smith have all been given 10 year 
sentences for their part in the Peterhead protest. 
Anthony Kinnon, James Gardner and Colin Duncan received sentenc- 
es ranging from 6 months to seven years for taking part in the rooftop 
protest at Saughton. The leaders of the Barlinnie protest can expect 
the same ‘Justice’ when they go to court. 


Gordon Smith, 


[ GRAHAM JOHNSON 

punish them if necessary and disregard 
their inner spirits as of no consequence. 
Physical and mental brutality does exist in 
Peterhead. This matter can only be resolv 
‘ed with the introduction of rehabilitation. 
If the prison authorities insist on treating 
prisoners like animals, then prisoners will 
naturally continue 10 act like animals. 


‘Onthe root at Peterhead last November 


Prisoners (including myself) have been 
described as incurable psychopaths, sub- 
vversive, and hell-bent on destruction. This 
ccan only be described as an excuse rather 
than a truth. Task you, have prisoners been 


November, William Ballantyne, and pro- 
bably all the others too, has never left the 
‘Cage once, The toilets a chamber pot ie 
in the Cage and slopped out only once a 
day. The light is kept on 24 hours-a day. 
‘The prisoners will face the brutality of the 
Cage regime for at least the next six 


Overcroviding is so serious that prison 
officers at Barlinnie have taken industrial 
action, Notthat they care about the prison- 
ers. They are only concerned about the df= 
ficulties of “controlfing" prisoners in such 


Barlinnie hunger strike 


On 7 February, John Gallagher, a prisoner in Barlinnie jail, began a | 
hunger strike which lasted for 40 days. He was forced to take this ac- | 
tion because he had been kept in solitary confinement for over 4 | 
months. John Gallagher had been in the Barlinnie Special Unit until | 
October, but was moved out of the rehabilitation unit, and immediat- | 
‘ety put in indefinite solitary confinement. ‘Throughout his hunger- 
strike, the prison authorities continued to deny that it was taking 


conditions. The prison officers banned 
‘ew prisoners from being admitted into 
Barlinnie for two weeks. The action ended 
‘on 2 March, Barlinni is sill chronically 
overcrowded. 


Even before the present feud emerged it 
hhad been clear for some time that INLA 
was in serious difficulties. The ‘super- 
grass" strategy adopted by the RUC in the 
1980s had decimated the small organisa- 
tion. Although many of those held on the 
word of paid informers like Grimley and 
Kirkpatrick were eventually released, 
dozens of INLA supporters had spent 
years in prison, Additionally, the RUC 
had evidently managed to infiltrate infor- 
‘mers into senior positions in the organisa 
tion. These factors, coupled with intensive 
state surveillance ‘and attack (including 
shoot to kill operations like that which 
claimed the lives of Seamus Grew and 
Rowdy Carroll), appear to have fatally 
‘weakened the organisation, In such cir- 
cumstances personal feuds,-degeneration 
‘and gangsterism are all possible conse- 
quences, 

We would expect British imperialism 
and its supporters to be gloating over the 
present developments in INLA. It is dis: 
‘Bruceful however to see British so-called 
socialists using the situation to Iaunch an 
ajtack on the armed struggle as 2 whole. 
This isprecisely what Socialist Workerhas 
done in an article entitled “The INLA 
killings are a warning to socialists: You 
can’t liberate w country through the barrel 
‘of gun’. The article goes on to locate the 
problems of INLA as an obsession with the 
armed struggle: 


‘Yet the formation of the IRSP did not 
focus on developing working class 


INLA’s tragic feud 


The bloody and bitter factional struggle inside INLA (the Irish 
National Liberation Army) has claimed twelve lives since last 
December. It is a tragedy that some republicans in Ireland should be 
Involved in such fratricide. It has brought only extra suffering to the 
nationalist community and comfort to British imperialism and its 
supporters. Sinn Fein no doubt voiced the wishes of the nationalist 


people when Gerry Adams said: 


“In order that there should be no misrepresentation of the republi- 
can position, it is quite clear that both sides (of INLA) have ceased 
to play any role in the anti-imperialist struggle. They should dis- 


band. 


struggles on either side of the border. 
‘The Key campaign was the military 
struggle against the British forces inthe 
North,” 


How does Socialist Worker think Ireland 
will be liberated, if not through armed 
struggle? Some hazy and romantic notion 
‘of workers uniting around bread and butter 
issues and then going onto... who knows 
what, is the nearest Socialist Worker ever 
gets fo describing a strategy for liberating 
Ireland. The ‘small’ problem of the 


Gerry Adams 
in London 


‘national question is forgotten as is the 
“small” problem of occupation by British 
imperialist armed forces. And most of all 
the Socialist Worker neglects to mention 
the fact that socialists in Britain should be 
concerned not with offering pacifist advice 
to the Irish movement but with building 
solidarity here in Britain with their strug- 
gle something which is entirely absent 
from the SWP’s political concerns. 

Far from its commitment to the armed 
struggle leading the INLA astray as the 
‘SWP maintains, the political origins of 


INLA may have made it vulnerable to the 
current developments. It split off from the 
Official IRA in 1974 claiming to offer & 
socialist” alternative to the Provisional 
TRA and Sinn Fein. The question could be 
legitimately ‘asked: why did INLA set 
themselves up as a separate liberation or- 
ganisation when the dominant anti-imper- 
lalist movement bad x mass working class 
base? This is not to belittle the individual 
‘commitment or dedication of many INLA 
members, such as the INLA men. who 
were murdered during the hunger strike of 
1981, to the anti-imperislist cause. It did 
however mean that INLA's social base 
was a limited one and its role asa force in 
the Hiberation movement, apart from the 
TRA/Sinn Fein, unclear. 

‘What is absolutely clear however, is that 
it is not the business of British socialists to 
use the appalling and tragic difficulties of 
the liberation struggle, as a stick with 
which to beat the movement for national 
liberation 


MAXINE WILLIAMS. 


During Gerry Adams’ recent much-publicised visit to Britain to take 
part in the Oxford Union debate, he also spoke to a packed meeting in 
Hornsey Town Hall. The meeting on 4 March was jointly organised by 
the IBRG, LCI and TOM. Before arriving to address the meeting he and 
‘two companions were detained for several hours under the PTA. 


Gerry Adams began his speech by empha- 
sising the links between the struggle of 
black people and the Irish people: "We 
have «common enemy and wehave.a com- 
mon strugele’ he said and reminded the 
Irish people present that they should be 
‘mindful of racism. 

He poured scom on the Hillsborough 
agreement saying it had brought no im- 
provements in the lives of the nationalist 
‘people, He repeated Sinn Fein’s view that 
British withdrawal from freland isthe only 
answer, The British government must 
adopt a decolonisation strategy, abandon 
the Government of Ireland Actand prepare 
for withdrawal. In the new circumstances 
created by withdrawal, representatives of 
all Irish people would have to negotiate the 
future, Republicans would guarantee the 
civil rights of minority sections. 

‘Adams geared much of his speech to his 


audience of Irish people living in Britain. 
His message was clear. They could do 
something to change the situation and aid 
their fellow countrymen. They could use 
their votes sensibly. He repeatedly urged 
people not to vote in a forthcoming elec- 


tion except for candidates who will com- 
mit themselves to the decolonisation of 


Ireland. He said that 60% of Irish people in 
Britain voted Labour - ‘although why is 
beyond me’. The strategy of the Labour 
leadership was as colonial as any pursued 
by Thatcher. 


He pointed out that there were many 

issues on which the candidates in an elec- 

tion could be challenged: 

© “the world and his brother knows that 
the Guildford 4 and the Birmingham 6 
are totally innocent”. They stand as a 
‘warning that all Irish people run the 

cof ending up in prison. 

© since 1982 Irish women prisoners have 
suffered over 3,500 strip searches, 
These are going on also in prisons here 

in Britain; Ella O'Dwyer and Martina 

Anderson are currently being subject- 

ed tothis. 

Shoot-te-kill and plastic bullets are 

‘now measures which threaten people in 

Britain, butthey are used al the time in 

Ireland. 


Why should any anti-imperialist person 
elect politicians to visit these deprivations 


on 


and practices on the Trish people, asked 
‘Adams. He pointed out that all govern- 
‘ments, including Labour, had presided 
over structural discrimination and inequal- 
ities in the Six Counties 

‘The national liberation struggle has 
‘many sides, he emphasised, from the mili- 
tary tothe cultural. It would continue until 
victory. The IRA has shown that all the 
repression thrown at them was ‘never go- 
ing to work’. Messages of solidarity from 
‘many organisations, including FRFI were 
read out. mw 


EASTER RISING 


‘Seventy one years ago, on Easter Sunday 1916, the Irish people struck a telling blow 
‘against British imperialism. The Easter Rising, although t lasted only a week before 
twas brutally suppressed, gave an immense spur to the struggle for national sett- 


“Where better could that fag fly than over the unconquered citadel ofthe irish work- 
ing class, Liberty Hall, the fortress of the militant working class of retand. 

"We are out for Ireland for the Irish. But who are the Irish? Not the rack-renting, 
| stum-owning landlord; not the sweating, profit grinding capitalist; not the sleek and 
lly lawyer; not the prostitute pressman ~ the hired lars of the enemy. Not these are 
the irish upon whom the future depends. Not these, but the Irish working class, the 


New 
evidence 


‘Two months, ago the Home Office => 
nounced thet the case of the Birmingnar= 
‘was being referredto the Court of Aepest 
because of new evidence but that no 2e- 
‘Jon was being taken on the Guildford & 
because thers was no similar “Tew ev 
dence’. Yorkshire TV's First Tuesday eam 
has now successfully called Douglas 
Hurd's bluff by ‘a compllet=ty 
‘new alibi witness for Paul Hil, Yvonne Fe 
‘has testified that on the night of the Woot 
‘wich bombing she and Paul's auntang us 
wa ests Ie a ware 
‘the evidence in the case the First Tuesday 
‘team asked Lord Devlin what. kind of 
justice the Gulidford 4 tiad received. His 
‘answer? ‘Nona’! The convictions. were 
“totally unsafe’. f 


‘ter of delay and manoeuvre. It regards 
every day more that it can keep the prison 
ers inside prison and thus keep the wraps 
‘on the whole issue, 88 a victory. Not only 
‘he reputation of prominentindividusls but 
‘of the Gritish legal system as 8 whole & 
esmirched by these cases. There is lot 
at stake, The fight for the release of the 
prisoners must therefore continue to be = 
hardone. 

‘Tis was also the message of the frst 
ubliomeeting heldhy the recently formes 
Free the Framed trish Prisoners Cam- 
ign. The 55 strong meeting, held in Kit 
‘urn on 18 March, attracted considerable 
focal support. Speakers included Maire 
agra Magpie oh 

, Maggie Mello a 
ian err Wes 
Shea stated that we must 

of ourselves that 


it 


organising monthly pickets of Downing 
‘Street Calin for release of the prisoners 


im O'Rourke 


Twenty Six Counties— 


So what’s new? 


‘On 10 March after lengthy political maneuvering, Charles Haughey 
became 26 Counties Prime Minister. He was elected to the premier- 
ship only on the casting vote of the Speaker. In what was one of his 
last acts as leader of Fine Gael, Garret FitzGerald gave Haughey a 
cordial welcome and pledged support for his government providing it 
did not add to the £22bn national debt. Already the signs are there 
that Haughey’s reign will mark little real change. The new Foreign 
Minister Brian Lenihan, has said that ‘cutbacks’, the issue that pre- 
cipitated the fall of the last government, will be necessary in the Bud- 
get. To get such cuts through Haughey will rely on the support of Fine 
Gael and therefore his government looks fairly safe for some time yet. 


Also set to continue isthe collaborationist 
strategy enshrined in the Anglo-Irish 
‘Agreement. Fine Gael's new leader Alan 
Dukes has made it plain. that his party's 
support will be withdrawn should Haughey 
tamper with the Agreement. Predictably 


Hughey has responded by saying that he 
‘will not seek to renegotiate the Agreement 
‘and will operate itas did the previous gov- 
‘ernment. It did not take long for Haughey 
tocave in on this. Inthe coming months of 
spring and summer as the loyalists con- 
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tinue their promised campaign of violence 
against the nationalist communis 
Haughey’s years of ambiguous rhetors 
will again be put to the test. A further tes 
will be Fianna Fail’s attitude towards the 
soon to be implemented Extradition Act 
another brick in the Twenty Six Counties 
‘wall of anti-Republican legislation 

Embarrassingly, revelations — about 
direct co-operation between senior gard 
and the British army/RUC continue s 
‘emerge from two former British army of 
cers. Thetwo claim that senior gardas exe 
recruited by British army intelligence t 
provide detailed information on republic 
ans living in the Twenty Six Counties and 
also to clear areas where the British could 
illegally cross into the Twenty Six Coum- 
ties. They detail covert operations i 
which murder, corruption “and bribery 
took place. Alan Dukes, asthe former Fes- 
tice Minister, was sufficiently stung by 
these allegations to calla press conference 
to refute them. 

Christine Russet 
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| Ml DEFENDING THE 
REVOLUTION 


SOLIDARITY TO VIRAJ MENDIS 
FROM PRISONERS 


Wt write 10 you ina lener of solidarity 
| mletyoe know that with you in 
i your fight against deportation, 
prod of you for standing upto the 
sight of oppressionto claim your 
ght asa human being not to be 

deported back a Sri Lanka where you 
‘would without doubt be murdered or 
se put in prison fr tite. But I'm 
‘more proud to know tht you're help- 
Jing others ther fight, dati why T 
don't see your ease as one man show; 
itis forall people being oppressed by 
the nationality act and fora person 
such as yoursefto take on such a task 
1 see it as one of honour on your 
behalf for the working class people. 

Like myself, Viraj. you are impris 
toned. There are many other who sup- 
port you, and they are prisoners 0, 
butibey don't goto jail. They are in 
jail should fay bell inthis whoke 
‘western world, Because inthis 
western world, capitalism is prison: 
But people are starting to break their 
chains because they want tobe free. 
1's people ike you, Viral, who are 
helping them o achieve freedom. 1 
support you Vira and so do many 
‘thers over herein Ireland, 
From aRepublican Prisoner of 
War in Block 4 


| PSERFLsabetin newspaper ait 
should be commend forth good 
work tht cates out fre working 

Bas eee you Vin adn ou 
ees jonta veo Your essen 

Spas es from oppeeion: Sin 


am writing this eter o you under 
the ame situation in which you now 
find yourself, that of imprisonment 
‘Yours imprisonment inthe sense 
that British imperialism has foreed you 
‘take this sanctuary ina church. 
Although the ciumstances of our » 
imprisonment may differ, our com: 
‘mon bond is out will to ight against 


| @ POLICE GETIT 
WRONG—AGAIN, iis race 
sha ia Teen 


WE We've read of your struggle agains: 
<depoctation and wish extend 
greetings and solidarity to you. Those 
‘ho recognise evolutions only when 
‘dramatic sift in economic, political 
and social relations occur ignore the 
factihatitisthe totality ofthe in- | 


claim of my guilt by telling the court 
that had personally apologised to him 
‘ence inside the cells of Cannon Row 
blatant cas was the rest ofthe pro- 
secution evidence. 

‘Whilst summing-up, the magistrate 
told the prosecution hat he found their 


‘Once again, Cannoa Row police have 
failed in their atempesto geta City 
Group son-siop picketer convicted. 

| On Wednesday 25 March, I was ac- 

‘used of using threatening words and 

behaviour to PC AD 125. Inbis 

evidence, officer John Dickson claim- 


vidual and numerous struggles. the ena a 
gro eis tdihatbehad anesed mebecausehe — vilcace Yer confusing andeven 
‘coming together of llthe progressive | FE ITR TC ih Oesonal safety. ap- doubled that they were aware under 
and revolutionary forces under the i} 8 = bei ited. 
re site ox. | PaTetly because Thad directed sean charge wa bring prseoa 
Seconet te eeues raya | Talttoalseatanetere |, Teast de te 
y eaa* public who was becoming vey angry. cana eee 
sreannometate he iooma | Lessupposcdtohwestrckibe of Sem powngtras, Vita the Now 
— pottes bs fier on the chest and sworn at him chet, 
‘found the revolutionary waging The hile attempting reach his very David M 


fight apains it 
Good luck forthe future from all the 

lads in H-Block 2 and | would say they 

express the thoughts ofall inthe 

blocks. 

‘Signed by 34 Republican 

Prisoners of War in H-Block 2. 


{think twas James Baldwin who 
‘once said “if they come for you in the 
‘macning they wil come for us at 
night’. He was referring to the state's 
attempt to railroad Ms Angela Davis 
tothe gas chamber. What was true 
then is with equal force tre paw in 
Clearly, at issue heres mr just the 
question of one individual being vic- 
timised by our insensitive state itis 
far fr mare than that. What we are 
‘witnessing in your case, isa deliberate 
and vicious aflack on a class, a move- 
‘ment andthe very essenoe ofthe anti- 
racist struggle. Inshor the state's at- 
{empt to deport you possibly to Your 
death forms an integral part ofthe 
‘general ostaught against mass con- 
sciousness and awareness. Andif we 
permit the state to silence your voice, 
we would have allowed the state 10 
fashion yet another tol for in- 


HeljuicsetbeBnithepiik — taxdaedeniimorerekoso | Ml VIVA THE tote cuit amybereand prt 
regime. t desperately need to struggle for radic~ om io 
ete Co NONSTOPPICKET © Sv smenewng cits 
‘behalf myselfand fellow republican Andi forno other reasonthanthe | Dear FRFI inves Nera sas el 
rfearbaruelabcs,  mcteropenteaericane, | TauemrascCiyGrepenie __AsCaal Bic i - ato 

lie ee aialatel ‘remus fight foryourrightto sty.” | successofthe march for Mandela (14. Sst parthesd musts non-op - 
‘solidarity to you in your cont owe whoare waging the struggle | March). Thavenever seen sucha wide 2%" Sobel hot, 
struggle. Mirren eereete inthese concrete and steel catacombs | range of groups represented on such a ee Lier 
Sintec cea cicasieacierotan | useea ae rape tncieay ar re oeenacraad 
forusallanditistothisend which we ity andofferour support. Your srug- | fereatcampaigns and groapstonk he NO Sip Prksiond iy AA's any: 
Raper ithe epactits Sanat pe aniescioee wownscand mb irae 
Tatcere ates, Revlo's be suion ee emcee ter i 
Republican Prisoners of Warin Wad Williams the open and democratic nsture of City” Vivathe Non-Stop Picker 
bropatnal tv caress Gop les suhariscouriacd, Dave Wellendale 

_ MPOLICE THUGS 

ber FRR, 


‘On Sunday 8 March at {304m my 
sister Anne, my sister Ester, 
‘brother Matthew and two family 
fends, Louise and Freddie Hand, 
were returning home from Mr and 
Mrs Hand's ruby wedding anniversary 
patty 

‘As they crossed into Warwick Way 
they were setupon, without warning 

_orexcuse, by a mob of police thugs, 

| Estherhad the front of her dress ripped 

| and was thrownto the ground, punch- 
edn kicked, Louie was also 
systematically beaten, All ive were 

| arrested, Esther, Ane, Mathew and 

| Loniseare charged with being drunk 
and disorderly; Freddie with ABH 

| agninst police officer. 

|“ Asaresult ofthe beating, Esher had 
‘extensive bruising al over ber arms 
legs, chest and back. particularly to 

| these ofthe spine. Her fet had 10 
tbebound and she has spect ee 

: Saewpac gio ee Dae 
fecingintwo toes). The police 

| stamped on her fet 

‘Loise had to have one fe and one 
sembandaged, She had the same cx 
seatofbrusing a Etter. Ste may 
‘ee safer intron daage 25 wel 

‘We are ot prepared tallow sack 
‘prmmese poie vlence 9 par 
Gaatenent We are wing the police 
et orem the refit is 
Preticone poy egal costs. We will 
Ser te cee seca 
Tery OMtorar 
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|usifies the suppression of democracy 
‘in Georgia (so in Hungary? so in Br 
tain?) by the noe to defend the revolu- 
tion. Lenin who rook that ine wrote 
before the destruction of democracy in 
the Bolshevik party, He envisaged the 
‘evolution having the support of the 
majority. the masses, the peasantry 
ang the proletariat. Thus he could 
“justify imself the suppression of 
democracy, The majority would be on 
his side, But that condition did nt last 
Jong in Rossia. The party clearly no 
Jonger fet ithad the majority or it 
‘would not have suppressed politcal 
freedom. In suppressing freedom out- 
side the party it had to suppeessitin- 
side the party. Inte longer run col 
Jeetivisation under Stalin meant the 
majority, the peasants were against the 
stator 

‘Now with hindsight tis fly 
straightforward o see the risks 
cluding tothe revolution itself) in- 
herent in placing the vale ofthe 
revolution before all other valves. To 
repeat slogans on 1918 without 
though of what came after isto give a 
present wo conservatives and capital- 
iss, Tis thei especial pleasure to 
argue that socialist are no demno- 
cratic. tis essential that socialists do 
nol fllow Comrade Newman into that 
here, In societies imbued with liberal 
values socialists wil have lite su 
cess otherwise 
John Hales 


Dear FREL 
Tread with some amazement Patrick 
"Newman's reply to Comrade Ralph 
(February FRFD), He reduces he dif- 
{erences between Lenin and Stalin 
cover Georgiato the question oflang- 
uage. From that it seems to follow that 
ifthere was no language problem in 
1956 Hungary, then the question of 
national sef-determination did not 
arise. Patrick Newman is wrong on 
‘both Georgia and Hungary. In 
Georgia, Lenin sought a solution of a 
federation of independent republics. 
He sought ‘a war tothe deation domi- 
‘nant ation chauvinism’. That he 
thought was Stalin’ positon, He was 
(See, for example Lenin's Last 
| Struggle Chapter 4). 

nis very difficult o see how where 
foreign armies enter a country and 
removes government that isnot ‘the 
destruction ofthe right ofa nation to 
sef-deterination'. Newman would 
appear not w think so. That Trotsky 
ray be wrong on the capacity ofthe 
‘Soviet economy to grow is neither 
here nor there to this hasic question. 
‘No explanations given nis reply by 
Newman 

The answer may lie in what be says 
about the relation of democracy and 
the defence of the evolution. He 


@ REPLY TO 


refersto ‘action taken by Stalin, but 


this eg ote ple ods he 
JOHN HALES differences between Lenin and Stalin 
Tread ohn ales leterwihegual__ verte oeston of Georgia 


amazement, asit gives the reader n0 
dea that inthe case ofboth Georgia 
‘and Hungary the issue is life-and- 
death struggle between imperialism (in 
his terms “societies imbued with 
liberal values") and socialism. Its not 
‘aquestion of foreign armies’ entering 
“acountry" and removing ‘a gover 
‘meat’, but the army of socialist coun- 
try giving help o socialists ina 


The Bolshevik party did not ‘sp- 
pres political freedom’ as such: it 
suppressed those “socials” partie 
(the Mensheviks nd SRs) which, ur 
ingacivil war, either actualy helped 
(the right wing) o reise to strugle 
aint (he lft wing) eounter- 
revolution 
ten British socialist’ abysmal 
recordin combatting ant-Savietism, 
‘tll becomes British socialist to 


‘socialist country who are trying to pre- 
‘ven the restoration of capitalism, complain about the supposed "destruc 
“To deal with John Hales" other tion of democracy inthe Bolshevik 


sepuments point by point. party’ Lette writer get some 
_ Tit not “reduce the diflerences. elementary clas facts straight: "the 
‘between Lenin and Stalin over peasants were not agains colletvis- 
| Georgia othe question of language.” ation, only the rich peasants (hulaks) 
| What did say was thatthe omy speci-- and sections ofthe mide peasants 
| ficcaseof ational oppression cite by and thir supporters, that isa minority 
‘Comrade Ralphiconcerned the ques- ofthe rural population, 
Tionof language. lnfact,my reply trie Newman 

HH CAN'THAPPEN HERE 

‘Acool Friday evening, March eighty-five, 

Thirty minutes before Leon arrived, 


Hundreds of protestors peacefully stand. 
Hundreds of police round the corner in vans, 

‘The chargeleaps from Transits, he demo explodes, 

People were screamingas headshitthe road, 

‘Truncheons were flying and truncheons were hitting 

{a0 things were seen atthe Battle of Sritan, 

The steps ofthe Union were bloodied and smitten — 

Terrible scenes at the Battle of Brttan 

Shattered and stunned discussed what they saw, 

|  Acall came for witnesses — up stood Steven Shaw, 

‘Saad, I'm prepared tobe counted, to say what ve seen’, 
Didn't realise ti later ust what this would mean; 
Harassment and burglary, ti finaly one day, 

Off-duty violenoe froma dark alley way, 

And Disgusted of Longsight was angniy smitten — 

“We've the greatest poice in the worldhere in Britain’, 
‘And Disgusted of Longsight was angrily smitten — 

"Kick te subversives and reds out of Britain. 

Police tried police, independence ignored, 

We tried to believe it was above board, 

The DP published and Steve's fate was sealed, 

Complain about your treatment, and your freedom's repealed, 
‘They say that they'll change him fhe ever comes home, 
“justice perverted’ — a.crime oftheir own, 

‘The Director's report was carefully writen, 

But things like corruption don't happen in Britain, 

NNolies were spoken and.no lies were written, 

Coz things like injustice don't happenin Britain, 

it'satew bad apples’ the Liberals cry 

“The British Police's standards are high’ 

Go over to ieland and ask dead children’s mums, 

Ask Cherry Groce about police use of guns, 

Ask them in Brixton, n Handsworth, Moss Side, 

Ask Wapping pickets i Steven Shaw led, 

\When the statutes come in and the laws are re-written, 
Who's lett to fight for justice in Britain? 

When thehistory books shut and the gravestones are written, 
Willyouhave fought for justice in Britain? Tye me) 1987 


we wil rform youst the extra cost. 


READ FRFl—where the action is 


‘The Justice for Stephen Shaw Campaign can be contacted at: 
‘io Manchester Unversity Students Union, Oxford Road, 
Manchester MI3. 


UPPORT THE DRIVE FOR 
FORTNIGHTLY FRFI 


@ One year non-stop picketing 

© Viraj Mendis in sanctuary 

@ National conference — Viraj Mendis will stay. 
Stop the deportations 

Over the last year RCG members and sup- 

porters have been part of building two of the 

most successful campaigns in Britain today. 


Who hasn't heard of City of 
London Anti-Apartheid Group's 
Non-Stop Picket outside the 
South African embassy, Lon 
don? A demonstration on the 
doorstep of apartheid’s repre- 
sentatives that has continued day 
and night since 19 April 1986. 
Who hasn't heard of Viraj 


the political spectrum. In the last 
‘month fascists, encouraged by 
Waddington and the racist med- 
ja, thought they could get away 
with attacking Viraj in sanctuary 
and his supporters. But the real 
strength of the VMDC was 
revealed in the response to these 
attacks. 


the left who have concentrated 
entirely on the official Labour 
and trade union movement. 

A real socialist movement in 
Britain will be spearheaded by 
anti-racists and anti-imperialists 
fighting for the fundamental 
democratic rights of the people 
against British imperialism ~ 


Britain 
In the last eight years under 
‘Thatcher millions of people have 
been plunged into ever increas- | 
ing poverty and unemployment 
‘They are at the receiving end of 
Thaicher'sattackson democratic 
rights and trade union rights, the 
‘escalation in physical and pol- 


of genuine equality. VMDC and 
City Group are part of this new 
movement 

Fight Racism! Fight Imperial- 
ismt has given a voice to, and re- 
presented the interests of the 
VMDC and the Non-Stop Picket 
as it does on all issues facing the 
working class and oppressed. 


from January 1988. We meet 
£10,000 pay for the equipment 
and the full time workers r= 
(quired fora fortnightly paper. 

To achieve this target we necd 
yourhelp. You can 


© Donate. sum of money on a 
regular basis. 


Mabite tctened with opoe: | Far hothcingininiaacte | aicalmcia atackrendterganed | faadamcstal democrat righs | Only FRFT giver common sap- 
tation (0 80 Lanka?’ The Via) | VDC wenouttothclocalcom- | ple violence And Thatcher | thatthe Labour Pay and te | port and coverage to these cam | 6 fale enroling events 
Miata Defoe Campargh | mouity, Ulack youth; spions, | reimaies challenged union movement are selling off | paigns and provides political | & Askothersupporters 


(VMDC) has burst through to 
local and national press. with 
their resolute and defiant defence 
of Viraj’sright to stay in Britain, 

Both campaigns have built a 
reputation for being exciting. dy 
namicand determined. Above all 
they are successful 

‘The Non-Stop Picket outside 
the South African embassy will 
continue until Nelson Mandela, 
the recognised leader of the 


far uve core as || M REVOLUTIONARY | 

united the broadest possible for- |! READING CLASSES AND 5 
Sclaberttaparbers' || EDUCATIONAL 

fone can deny that the Non-Stop | | MEETINGS 


icketis the major anti-apartheid 
activity taking place inthis coun- 
try. City Group’s March for 
Mandela on 14 March proved 
that the potential exists for a 


Anti Fascist Action (AFA), and 
British socialist organisations to 


defend the church, The response | 


was immediate and effective 
The church and Viraj were 
defended and the fascists were 
fended. 

‘The Non-Stop Picket and the 
YMDCare virtually the only suc 
sessful, political activities taking 
place of the strects of Thatcher's 


|Sundays7-9pm | 


| Apri: Viraj Mendis Must 
Stay-the role of Communists in 


‘oneby one 

The political organisation of 
these forces will lay thebasis fora 
socialist movement in this coun- 
try. The new fighting movement 
sgainst British imperialism will 
attract the best sections of the 
labour movement who have been 
betrayed by Kinnock. This new 
movement will unite all sections 


Mas of potgte iy Sut 
ing under Thacher precisely be-| 
Cause ofthe retreat othe Labo 

Party and trade union move. 
tae Milions of people are bot 
pesaeivar dele sap 
ag foe docina he pooe, the 
oppressed, those Gibing uncar 
pcarsey 3 oe 
Fe resem y ey ote 


‘major political organisations on | of the working-class on the basis, 


direction forall activists fighting 
‘on these issues. This means that 
FREThas a critical role to play in 
mobilising people to build a new 
movement. A monthly FRFI-can 
ro longer provide an adequate 
organising focus, 

At its meeting in March the 
RCG Political Committee decid 
edtolaunch a £10,000 fund drive 
to allow FREI to go fortnightly. 


FRFI needs YOUR help to go fortnightly. We need £10,000 to launch the new fortnightly 
paper. We have no rich backers. We can only succeed if you work with us to raise the 
money, Send us money, take copies of the paper to sell, help to organise fund-raising 


Order stocks of FRFI to sell 
every month, 


‘The target must be reached by 
October. Six months non-stop 
fundraising means the RCG can 
contribute in a very real way to 
the building of a new movement 
against racism and imperialism. 


Lorna Morgen 


‘The RCG has fought for this | the ight against imperialism. — 

bur newspaper have played a | | (troduced by Patrick Iwant FRFI to go fortnightly. 
vital part in the development of | | Newman, author of the FRFI 
thgmovemen series on the Bolshevik © lenclose £___donation 

FE eee en | |evdution) © pledge £___ monthly (*Please send me a standing order form! 
Picket 24 hours a new and ise Anthea apap eA esi iy ; 
Beg oan waiaaes ahi © I want to help organise fund-raising events C) ease cx 
‘Viraj Mendis in sanctuary. The Square, 
YMDCalsohasmobitised across || london Cl (earesttubeHlbor) |] PHONE 

ADDRESS = 


We are ofering the entire range of 
Larkin books and pamphlets forthe 
spacial price of £9.00 post free, 


175pp. £1.50 (40p pp) 


‘South Ati: Britain out of Apartheid! 
Aparthe out of Britain! by Caro! 


ORDER FORM 


Caer a pack them alla chaose Name — In solidarity with the struggling 
ee Sen peoples of Ireland, South Africa, 

Ades Palestine, Central America. Help us to 
iran th ay othe Bish do this—Join the RCG! 
eel aaa ‘© A movement must be built here in 

ee Britain which stands with the 
‘oppressed fighting racism, repression 
Miners Strike 1984-85 People Versus and poverty. Help us build this 
Sat by David Reed and Oia f movement—Join the RCGI 
want toed 
Adason ap £250,4p pop) | NO sont Li STR Resisaii eck bs Wetltwbich 
ene callection of akin 

tos and pamphlets the speci challenges and defeats the treachery 
‘The revolutionary road to communism rate of £9 of the opportunist leaders of Britain's 
in Bean Manteo ofthe (o8 p incu) Labour and trade union movement — 
Revolutionary Communist Group) ‘© The following: Join the RCG! 


5909, London WC1N 3XX 


Make cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and return form to Larkin Publications, BCM Box 


Join 
the RCG 


© Take the side of all those struggling 
against imperialism—Join the RCG! 


‘© A movement must be built in Britain 


Brickley, Terry O'Halloran and Dawid Name 

Reed 6p. 95p (0p pp) Aaaress 

Viraj Mendis Must Stay! ac] 
finn 2p 5p Return to: FRFL BOM Box 5803, 


1 wish to joinireceive more information| 
about the RCG 


The success of the February 1917 revolution in Russia was 
followed by a situation of dual power. The bourgecisi 
set up a Provisional Government, the working class 
and peasantry formed their own organisations, the Soviets 
(councils). The struggle between the two antagonistic powers 
was to be the crucial question for the next 8 months of the 


revolution. 


THE PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT 


Formally. power lay with the Provi 
sional Government. On26 February, 
the tempo of the revolution seem 
od to slacken, the Tsar ordered the 
JSssolution oF the only existing 
sonal. representative body, the 
Dum {Parhiament). The nextday the 
eputies were preparing to disperse 
‘when it became clear thatthe insur 
sion was gaining strength. ‘The 
putes from the bourgecis parties 
fet the right Mensheviks hurriedly 
HNoemed a Provisional Committee 
|The Commitee tried to make 2 
al with the Tsar 
Jn 2 March the Committee sentan 
‘oy (Griehkow) to altemapt to pet 
mde the Tsar to abdicae in favour 
nephew, Grand Duke Mikhail 
} When Guchkow read the at af abdi- 
ation toa crovid of workers and sol 
ers. they did slot reward hire with 
expected gratitude, He was 
mamediately arrested by the workers 
J and threatened with execution. The 
J Duke himself, when told thit the 
wernment could only guarantee 
him his crown and not hishead, pr 
nlly preferred to preserve the 
The ‘Tsarist dynasty had ended 
with a whimper, because of is own, 
wardice, With the utmost rel 
ance, the Committee then formed 
ithe Provisional Govenment, which 
ook office on 3 March, 

The most important posts were in 
lee hands of conservative Bourgeois 
iparties. Filling a minor post was the 

nly “socialist. Kerensky. 

P'The first measures of the Provi 
ional Government seemed. very 
‘complete amnesty for all 
elical offences; freedom of speech, 


Son sssaciation; and abolition of 
case, religious and national imit- 
ss Thepolice weretobe replaced 
an elected people's mits. Local 
facninistrative bodies were to be 
Seaen hy direct equal and general 
foelice Italso declared itsimtention io 
feels elections for » Constituent 
Assembly 
J i Sect. the Provisional Govern 
was simply yielding. before 
esatshes facts — political prison- 
fess hod already been released by 
the police force 
Ie id not eal 


ae 


the soldiers who had made the revo 
lution to have the right to cleet their 
officers; andthe suffrage forthe civil 
‘admineiration was For males only 

Tt avoided the issues affecting the 
popular masses who had made the 
revolution: an improvement in the 
postion of the working class; land 
forthe peasanary: and an ent to the 


THE SOVIETS 


During the 1905 Rev: 
pile had formed Soviets as an alter 
ative government. The idea was 
Quickly revived. The Soviet organis 
fed the food supplies for Petrograd. 
‘controtled the army anid communica 
and withheld financial res 
ces rom the old te 
‘Above all the Soviet had the sup 
port of the Army. On | March a 
issued Order Nol. Commit 
tobe elected by all units of the 
fotces. Every unit was to obey the 
Soviets. Off-duty woldiers were 
have the same political and civil 
Fights as other citizens; and officers 
were forbidden to strike soldiers. or 
to use the. humiliating form of ac 
dress, Ty 


THE SOVIET 

LEADERSHIP 
At frst nether the composition of 
the Soviet nor its leadership traly 
reflected the revolutionary mood of 
the people. The soldiers had (propor- 
tionally) six times as many delegates 
as the factory workers; and many 
members of the intelligentsia who 
had done little fighting managed to 
‘insinuate themselves into the Soviet 

‘On 27 February, the leadership of 
the Soviet, the Executive Commi 
tee, was formed by right-wing Men 
sheviks.. As deputies in the Tsarist 
Duma they had access to suitabi 
meeting rooms in the Duma building 
(he Tauride Palace) others released 
from prison cartier that day beaded 
straight for the Tauride. Bolshe 
Feleased at the same time made a dif 
ferent choice- they went to the 
\Vyborg District to join inthe fight 
ing. 

‘Why didn’t the mass of workers 
and. soldiers seize power directly 
through the Soviets? There were so 
related reasons: the tours 
lags conscious and well organised 


the peo 


THE CRAFTY 
BOURGEO!: 


The ruling classes knew how to p= 
ear to be revolutionary wi 
Capital R, ‘People who had m0 moce 
to do with the revolutica than ast 
year’ssnows -.* noticed the jour 
ial Sukhanov “s <, aow over 
flowed with love of litery 


the people gladly welcomed every 
‘one who said they were in favour of 


ings which went on. 


tainly loyal to the Tsar until 
days previously declared himself 
be a“ Christian socialist. shouting in 
a hysterical voice 

‘great Russian revolutoa 
sailors sprang to their 
sdeceitfal officer got more applause 
than anyone 


HY THE REVOLUTION 
SUCCEEDED SO EASILY 


This was the price of the ease with 
whic the revolution succeeded. On- 
ly inthe capital city, Petrograd, was 
clutionary move 
the old adminis: 
tration gave way without 2 struggle 
In the second city, Moscow, street 
demonstrations took place only after 
the victory in Petrograd: there we 
sobarricades, and no shooting in the 
streets. ‘There was virally no 
‘movement stall in he countryside 
The revolution succeeded 50 
quickly and, 2s it seemed, so radical 
ly, as. result of an extremely 
unique historical situation, abs 
lately dissimilar currents, absolute 
heterogeneous ¢ sts, 


lately contrary politcal and social 
strivings have merged. and ina strik 
fagly “harmonious” manner 
(Lenin. “Leuers From Afar First 
Lener CW = 


The next stage would se class inter 
exis assert themselves more and 
more strongly, with 2 corresponding 
increase in tension between the Pro- 
visional Goverament and the 
Soviets. The strength of popular 
Feeling was so preal that in this strug 
the openly ourgenis panies 
‘were of litle significance — the poli 
Lica bales were fought out between 
3 parties which all considered them- 
selves to be “socialist the Socialist 
Revolutionaries: the Mensheviks: 
and the Bolsheviks. How did each of 
ies propane to re 

on of dual power 


THE SOCIALIST 
REVOLUTIONARIES 


he Strongest party. They had more 
00 out of 2,500) to 2 
‘than the Meashe 
put together. 
rograd, they drew their sup- 
‘who were mainly peasants 
and the petty bourgeoisie; in Mos: 
cow, they also hada strong attraction 
the peasant-workers who forsned 
2 much larger proportion (27%) of 
the workforce than in Petrograd. 

The petty bourgeoisie - profes: 
sional people, white-collar workers 
and small traders — joined the SRs in 
large numbers. The upper middle 
classes did so because their tradi 
tonal party, the Kadets, was too ob- 
viously conservative; the lower, a 
powerless social class, because the 
SRS" vague radicalism seemed to 
promise an improvement in their 
position without a struggle. 

The SRs were “Socialist” in name 
only, as they considered the socials 
ation of industry. premature under 
Russian conditions: and their claim 
to be "Revolutionaries" was equally 

sleading. They did notdesire the 

how of the bourgeoisie, only 
substantial series of concessions by 
the bourgeoisie to the peasantry and 

‘Outside the towns, the SRs had 
widespread suppe 

sy and the rural 


ne since is First par 
ty congress (1906). 


THE MENSHEVIKS 


AL its frst effective congress, July- 
August 1903, dhe Rassian social 
movement splitinto two groups. The 
majority. the Bolsheviks (literally 
Majorityites’) wanted a ceotralised, 
disciplined organisation of comms 
ed revolutionaries; the minority, the 
Mensheviks, (Minortyites') thought 
that a loose rganisation, which i 
<luded well-intentioned sympathis 
rs, would suffice 

This expressed diffecent political 

weeeptions of the Russian evo 

mn The Mensheviks considered 

ily agricul 

has Russia, t 


for soctalism - 
tosupportbe liberal bourgeoisie in 
fe against Tearism, to ensure 


The working class was 


the victory of capitalism which alone 
could create the material precondi 
tions for socialism. Thus the work 


ing class party did not need to be 
organised for a direct struggle for 
power, only to suppor the hourgeo 
fie. The Mensheviks feared and dis 
trusted the peasantry dark 
Force’ of ignorance and reaction: 

Tn 1917, the Mensheviks' position 
‘was very similar to tht of the SRs: 
the Soviets should. pressurise the 
Provisional Government into mak. 
ing concessions tothe working class 


land peasantry, bot their ultimate 
objective was a democratic capitalist 
republic. 


Th the towns they were supported 
by the backward workers and the 
labour aristocracy which, compared 
to Europe, was an_ insignificant 
Social group. Nationally, the Men- 
sheviks' powerbase was Georgia. an 
area in which small traders and mid 
‘le peasants predominated 


THE BOLSHEVIKS 


3. the Bolsheviks had con- 
‘ued for a revolutionary 
ce between the working class 
the peasantry, recognising that 
the bourgeoisie would 


THE SOCIALIST 
REVOLUTIONARIES formedearly 
1906, mainly supported by the 
peasantry and the rura 
intelligentsia, demanded the 
socialisation of the fand: the 
Soviet should force the 
Provisional Government to 
mak 
Internationalist wing, was 
strongly opposed to the 


THE MENSHEVIKS formed 
August 1903, based on the 
labour aristocracy and the petty 
hhourgeoisie, and especially 
strongin Georgia. Supported the 
Provisional Government, asit 

the workin 
trong enough tot 
Hts eft w 
G internationatist and supported 


radical democratic measures. 


1 BOLSHEVIKS formed 
| tog 290 
Soviets 


communists: 


the 


ISECOND in a series of articles| 
on the Russian Revolution 
1917, Part 1 wasin 


PATRICK NEWMAN 


war, it had suffered severe represe| 
sion, Nonetheless, in 1917 it ud 
substantial support among the fac 
tory workers in Petrograd. Yet il was 
a tiny minority in the Soviets, lag 
ging well behind the Mersheviks 
Although its programme expressed 
the interests of the peasantry, ithadas 


yet litle direct influence outside the 
Atthe outbreak of the revolution it 


had mt centralised leadership inside 


Russia. Dering the revolutionary 
days Bolshevik workers: € 
in the Vybore District, played. 2 


Teading rote, but acting'as collect 
wvely-minded clasi-canscions Work 


ers rather than being directed by a 
party conte 
With te fallof the dynasty, Lenin, 
xile in S¥ 


ters from Afar" (7-26 Match), ex 
planing the tasks ofthe party, Essen 
tally, the Provisional Goverment 
should not be trusted, a it woulda 
being peace. ‘bread, freedom and 
land. At first the Bolshevik Party in 
Russia adopted thesame position. Its 
er, Prawia (‘Truth’) 
a 3 March u 
Molotov, denouncing the Provi 
sional Government as a government 
of capitalists and landowners 
Vyborg District party. resolutions 


called forthe recognition ofthe Sov- 
jet as a provisional revolutionary 
government 

However, from 13 March, when 
Stalin and Kamenev took over the 
editorship of Pravda and under the 
influence of the middle-class ele 


the Mensbeviks.. The Provisional 
Government was now 10. be sup- 
ported “insofar ait took measures 
favourable to the working class and 
peasantry 

The siruggle to decide the vital 
issues ofthe revolution ~ peace, land 
and freedom — was only just begin: 
ning yet the only previausly consis 
tent revolutionary party seemed tobe 
joining the ranks ofthe opportuists 
How did the Bolshevik Party re-arm 
itself? How did th 


FIAT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! Apri 


